4 Education and Other
- Indicators of Women’s
Awareness and Exposure

Education equips individuals with skills that allow
them to better understand, interpret, and operate in their cur-
rent environment, and to cope successfully in modernizing
environments (Inkeles and Smith, 1974). Thus, where fe-

male education rates are low, and differentials in male and .

femnale education rates are high, women are likely to be dis-
advantaged not only in the workplace but also at home.
However, while education is assumed, almost by definition,
to have the effects of informing, training and equipping,
much depends on the number of years of education and the
quality of education. It is unclear how many years of educa-
tion are necessary, or whether there is a minimum or a
maximum number of years before an individual becomes
"educated." The link between years of education and knowl-
edge acquired will also vary across countries depending on
factors such as teacher training, the nature of educational
facilities, and the length of the school year (Vespoor, 1989).

In addition, formal education is not the only source of
knowledge, nor is it the only instrument for developing the
minds of individuals and increasing their awareness, Media
exposure through newspapers, radio, television, and films
has been identified as a major tool for increasing awareness.
In general, exposure to radio and television allows the val-
ues and aspirations of the literate world to filter down and
condition the values of individuals even in nonliterate envi-
ronments (Lerner, 1958). Further migration, especially be-
tween rural and urban areas is likely to generate the ability
to cope with new environments.

In this chapter, first the extent of female disadvantage
in education is examined. Education is measured both in
terms of the standardized categories of levels of educa-
tion—none, primary, and secondary and higher—and in
terms of the number of years of education. Since categoriza-
tion by level of education does not distinguish between level
attended and level completed, care is taken to make this dis-
tinction. As mentioned in Chapter 1, there is no one-to-one
relationship between level of education and years of educa-
tion. Since educational systems differ across countries and
also change over time within countries, the number of years
required to complete each level of education varies across
countries (see Appendix Table A.1).
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Given that formal education is neither a necessary nor
asufficient condition for literacy (the minimal skill general-
ly assumed to be imparted by education), the extent to
which education and literacy overlap for women is also ex-
amined. Following the examination of education differen-
tials among women and between men and women, data are
presented on the extent to which women are conditioned by
two other sources of exposure, the media and migration.
Finally, demographic variables which reveal women’s
awareness and degree of exposure to modemizing influ-
ences are explored.

4.1 EXTENT OF FEMALE DISADVANTAGE IN
EDUCATION

Countries vary greatly by the percent of population
(age 15 years or more) in each category of education (Table
4.1). There are three countries, all in Sub-Saharan Africa—
Burkina Faso, Niger and Senegal—where the percent of
population with no education exceeds 70 percent, and four
countries—Colombia, Paraguay, Peru and the Philippines—
where the percent of population with no education is below
10 percent. However, except in Brazil and the Dominican
Republic, far more females than males have no education.
Indeed, the sex ratio of the population with no education is
below 75 in 19 countries, and is below 50 in eight countries
(i.e., two uneducated women for every uneducated man).
Plotting the sex ratio of the population (age 15 years or
more) with no education against the total population (age 15
years or more) with no education (Figure 4.1) suggests that
in uneducated populations men and women are equally un-
educated, but as education spreads, the uneducated popula-
tion tends to become predominantly female, This relation-
ship appears particularly true for countries where more than
one-third of the population is uneducated. In countries
where one-third or less of the population has no formal edu-
cation, there is large variance in the sex ratio of the unedu-
cated population. Among this latter group are Brazil,
Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Namibia, and the
Philippines where the sex ratio tends towards equality even
though a high proportion of the population is educated.



Table 4.1 Population characteristics by educational status

Percent and sex ratio of population age 15 years or more by education, Demographic and Health Surveys,

1990-1994
Population with Sex
Population with Population with secondary and Tatal ratio of
no education primary education higher education population popula-
tion 15
Sex Sex Sex years or
Country Percent ratio Percent ratio Percent tatio Percent Number  more'
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 829 76.5 10.2 159.6 69 179.7 100.0 17,350 88.0
Cameroon 45.5 55.5 309 120.0 23.6 152.0 100.0 10,356 90.0
Ghana 39.1 56.0 48.1 91.0 12.8 1824 100.0 11,448 85.1
Kenya 24.0 42.5 331 104.5 228 137.8 100.0 19,126 90.7
Madagascar 252 68.1 514 99.2 234 110.2 100.0 15,551 97.9
Matawi 39.0 44.0 55.1 144.3 6.0 2739 100.0 12,625 95.7
Namibia 24.9 84.6 448 90.5 30.3 85.3 100.0 13,466 89.1
Niger 87.8 84.8 80 156.7 42 216.7 100.0 16,701 92.7
Nigeria 554 68.7 24.2 135.8 204 1743 100.0 25442 97.9
Rwanda 39.7 62.6 53.0 122.5 7.4 136.9 100.0 15,954 95.7
Senegal 73.0 70.5 15.7 116.2 11.3 185.0 100.0 16,112 85.5
Zambia 18.2 43.8 53.3 101.0 28.5 182.0 100.0 18,438 103.2
North Africa
Egypt 35.8 56.1 223 116.2 41.9 170.3 100.0 36,264 105.1
Morocco 60.2 62.7 184 159.2 214 1623 100.0 23,898 91.2
Asia/Near East
Bangladesh 49.7 69.8 25.3 110 25.0 200.8 100.0 28,889 101.6
Indonesia 19.2 439 504 101.0 304 137.6 100.0 79,303 95.2
Pakistan 61.1 68.1 13.3 1934 25.6 2626 100.0 27,030 108.8
Philippines 38 72.7 374 102.5 58.8 1016 100.0 41,931 100.6
Turkey 234 36.8 47.9 99.8 28.6 1892 100.0 26,140 96.1
Latin America/Caribbean
Bolivia 16.1 328 34.1 87.0 49.8 126.0 100.0 23,280 90.9
Brazil 322 102.0 54.3 89.8 13.5 70.6 100.0 17,250 91.6
Colombia 9.2 953 4438 89.6 46.0° 853 100.0 20,275 88.3
Dominican Republic 13.5 103.7 529 964 337 84.0 100.0 20,222 95.2
Paraguay 54 49.8 62.3 96.4 323 1116 100.0 16,675 98.3
Peru 74 215 305 90.0 62.1 1129 100.0 44,018 96.1

! Includes population that is missing responses on education. This proportion is never greater than 2 percent of the total population,

except in Madagascar (5.0 percent), Namibia (2.4 percent), and the Dominican Republic (2.2 percent).

By contrast, Tabie 4.1 shows that the sex ratio of the
population with any education tends to be more masculine,
not only relative to the sex ratio of the uneducated popula-
tion but also in the absolute sense of being over 100. In
most countries, the sex ratio is highest among those with
secondary or higher education and least among those with
no education. Further, the sex ratio of the population with
primary education is above 100 in 15 of the 25 countries
ranging from a low of 87 in Bolivia to a high of 198 in Paki-
stan. Among those with secondary or higher education, the

sex ratio is above 100 in all countries except Brazil, Colom-
bia, the Dominican Republic and Namibia. In addition, the
sex ratio is above 150 in about half of the countries and rises
to between 200 and 274 in Bangladesh, Malawi, Niger, and
Pakistan.

Notably, Brazil, Colombia, the Dominican Republic,
and Namibia are the only countries that appear to favor
women in terms of education. They all have relatively high
sex ratios among the population with no education, sex
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Figure 4.1 Scatter plot of the sex ratio of population with no education by percent of population with no education, for
population age 15 and over, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994
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ratios below 100 for those with primary or secondary educa-
tion, and a sex ratio for those with secondary education that
is actually lower than the sex ratio for those with primary
education. In addition, in the Philippines, the sex ratio for
those with primary education is slightly higher than that of
the population with secondary education, but the most strik-
ing result is that both are very close to 100.

It is clear that, in most countries, women are disadvan-
taged relative to men with regard to any education. How-
ever, the education levels used in Table 4.1 mask the large
variations within each level. The benefits of education are
cumulative in nature, and depend on both the amount of
education received and its continuity. Thus, it would be use-
ful to compare the proportion of all females and males that
complete the level of education to which they are ascribed,
and to also examine how the proportion going on to second-
ary education among those completing primary education
varies by gender. These comparisons are presented in Table
4.2. (see Appendix Table A.1 for country-specific corre-
spondence between level of education and years of educa-
tion).
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Among those who start primary education, the propor-
tion of males who complete the primary level is higher than
the proportion of females who do so, although the difference
is not always large (Table 4.2). Once again the exceptions
are Namibia and Rwanda in sub-Saharan Africa, the Philip-
pines in Asia, and Brazil and the Dominican Republic in the
Latin America/Caribbean region. Also, in 15 countries,
about one or more out of three women do not compiete pri-
mary education among those who begin it, and in Brazil,
Madagascar, Malawi, Niger, and Rwanda, this number rises
to two or more out of three.

The discontinuation of education after the completion
of the primary level is again higher among females than
males in 19 countries including Namibia and the Philip-
pines. Only in Brazil, Colombia, the Dominican Republic,
Madagascar, Morocco, and Niger, do more females than
males go on to receive secondary education among those
who complete primary education. The discontinuation at
this stage of education, for both men and women is particu-
larly high in Ghana where only 19 percent of women and 29
percent of men who have completed primary education



Table 4.2 Completion of educational level by sex

Percentage by sex of persons age 15 years or more who have completed the level of education to which
they are ascribed, and percentage who went on to secondary education after completing primary
education, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Those who went

Those who on to secondary Those who

compieted education compieted secondary
primary among among those education among
those with some who completed those with some

primary education primary education secondary education

Country Females Males Females Males  Females Males
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 65.6 68.5 59.3 60.9 15.3 224
Cameroon 60.2 66.9 66.4 68.4 6.8 134
Ghana' 80.6 88.2 194 29.3 384 492
Kenya 59.7 65.6 45.2 50.0 6.0 10.9
Madagascar 337 370 89.5 87.5 10.8 14.3
Malawi 17.9 30.5 370 389 372 42.8
Namibia 51.6 48.8 79.5 81.2 194 234
Niger 33.7 42.1 88.9 88.3 8.8 14.1
Nigeria 76.8 81.7 54.8 59.1 53.1 65.0
Rwanda 23.6 21.7 489 58.7 9.3 12.5
Senegal 71.0 78.8 49.8 59.0 23.8 304
Zambia 64.3 738 429 55.1 22,0 316
North Africa ]
Egypt 66.6 750 90.1 91.7 594 60.8
Morocco 75.6 79.2 T0.7 68.1 26.2 30.6
Asia/Near East
Bangladesh 61.0 70.3 2.0 79.3 209 42.6
Indonesia 636 - 700 532 58.6 43.2 47.6
Pakistan 85.6 85.9 71.6 78.9 21.2 20.0
Philippines 82.2 80.2 74.5 76.1 732 72.0
Turkey 90.2 95.4 324 46.0 54.0 49.3
Latin America/Caribbean
Bolivia 68.6 75.4 79.7 844 443 43.7
Brazil 26.7 23.1 81.2 7.5 18.9 20.0
Colombia 71.3 71.4 71.9 70.0 43.6 48.0
Dominican Republic 50.4 47.8 80.3 7.8 62.2 60.5
Paraguay 58.8 61.1 55.2 58.6 473 43.7
Peru 824 86.6 78.3 80.2 68.6 71.2

! See Section 4.1 (footnote 1)



enter the secondary level.! In Malawi and Turkey, this pro-
portion for both men and women is slightly higher but well
below 50 percent.

In all countries except Malawi, irrespective of gender,
the proportion of those completing secondary education out
of those who have started, is lower than the proportion of
those completing primary education among those who have
started. The proportion of men completing secondary educa-
tion is higher than the proportion of women doing so in all
of the sub-Saharan and North African countries, and in
Bangladesh, Brazil, Colombia, Indonesia, and Peru. By con-
trast, there is either a higher proportion of women than men
completing secondary education among those who start it,
or little difference among them in the remaining Asian,
Latin American and Caribbean countries. Notably, the per-
cent of women completing secondary education among
those who start the level ranges from a low of 6 percent in
Kenya to a high of 73 percent in the Philippines, while the
percent of men doing so varies from a low of 11 percent in
Kenya to a high of 72 percent also in the Philippines.

Another issue obscured by the aggregation of educa-
tion levels is the relationship between having any formal
education and being literate. On the one hand, the quality
and quantity of education will mediate the relationship be-
tween education and literacy which is a minimum desirable
output of any educational program. On the other hand,
formal education is not a necessary condition for literacy. In
the DHS, information on literacy is available for female re-
spondents only between the ages of 15 and 49 who have no
education, or incomplete or complete primary education.
Female respondents having more than primary education are
assumed to be literate.

There are several countries where the connection be-
tween formal education and literacy is fairly weak (Table

! This result appears to be an artifact of the way the standardized levels
of education are defined in Ghana. In Ghana, the primary level can take
between six and 10 years to complete. This anomaly arises because
primary education can include optional years in middie school and post-
middle school. If these optional years of middle school are assigned 10
secondary education and the number of years required to complete pri-
mary education are taken to be six, then the relevant percentages are:
92.3 percent of females and 95.4 percent of males have at least some sec-
ondary education among those who complete primary education, and 8.1
percent fernales and 15.1 percent males have completed secondary educa-
tion among those who have some secondary education. These percent-
ages are more consistent with data for other countries. Note, however,
that continuation rates remain higher for males than for females.
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4.3). In Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Namibia, the
Philippines, Rwanda, and Tutkey, at least 10 percent of
women with no education are literate, and this proportion is
over 20 percent in Colombia and Namibia. In addition, in
over two-thirds of the countries examined, less than 90 per-
cent of the respondents with incomplete or complete pri-
mary education can read. In Bangladesh, Burkina Faso,

‘Egypt, Ghana, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, and Zambia, more

than one-fourth of the women with primary education can-
not read.

Table 4.3 Literacy among women by educational
status

Percentage of literate women 15-49 who have no
education or have primary education, Demographic and
Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Percentage literate!

No Primary
Country education education
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 0.7 61.0
Cameroon 1.0 79.2
Ghana 0.7 58.8
Kenya 9.8 90.1
Madagascar 39 827
Malawi 4.7 18.8
Namibia 21.3 92.3
Niger 0.1 53.3
Nigeria 2.4 69.7
Rwanda 13.2 88.8
Senegal 0.6 74.7
Zambia 3.0 72.0
North Africa
Egypt 16 53.2
Morocco 14 819
Asia/Near East
Bangladesh 0.7 68.2
Indonesia 4.5 85.7
Pakistan % 873
Philippines 14.7 94.5
Turkey 17.1 96.8
Latin America/Caribbean
Bolivia 4.3 88.6
Brazil 9.3 87.4
Colombia 219 95.6
Dominican Republic 10.0 90.4
Paraguay 4.0 93.1
Peru 5.7 90.5

T Any woman who can read, whether easily or with
difficulty, is counted as literate.



Finally, the data presented in Table 4.1 are not only
aggregated in terms of educational levels but are also aggre-
gated across respondents of all ages. Since education is be-
coming more widespread over time, intergenerational differ-
ences in education are likely to be significant. Also, gender
differences in the rate of spread of education will imply that
the ratio of females and males at each level of education will
differ across the age spectrum. In what direction is women’s
educational access changing relative to that of men across
cohorts? This question is answered by comparing the sex
ratios of the population ages 15-24, 25-49 and 50 years or
more within each level of education (Table 4.4).

Table 4.4 Sex ratio by education and age

The sex ratio of the population with no education as
stated earlier tends to be very feminine in most countries,
implying that a larger proportion of those with no education
are women. If the situation of women has improved over
time, then the overall percent of women with no education
should decrease, and the sex ratio of those with no education
should tend towards equality moving from the older age
groups to the younger ones.

In only seven of the 25 countries examined does the
sex ratio among those with no education rises more or less
steadily from being extremely feminine among those 50

Sex ratio by age according to education, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Secondary and
No education Primary education higher education Total
1524 2549 SOyears 1524 2549 SOvyears 1524 2549 S50years 1524  25-49 50 years
Country years years ormore  years years  Ormore  years years  ormore  years years  Or more
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 82.1 68.2 848 1563 1553 (280.9) 1663 1947 * 160.0 80.0 87.6
Cameroon 47.8 55.0 596 105.1 1057 3772 1218 1873 * 93.2 91.6 B2.6
Ghana 60.2 50.2 61.2 99.9 857 1653 138.6 1845 6050 954 79.8 84.0
Kenya 654 289 49.5 94.6 943 2222 1008 1624 4208 94.5 91.0 84.0
Madagascar 104.2 63.4 57.1 106.3 8.6 116.0 93.2 121,11 2074 1042 95.8 91.6
Matawi 61.1 355 450 1209 1501 2025 1661 3251 (1777.7) 1018 93.3 91.5
Namibia 160.8 90.6 7.5 1082 74.8 86.0 702 95.0 1144 96.0 88.1 81.1
Niger 729 85.2 99.0 . 156.0 1527 * 186,1  267.5 * 88.7 92.3 99.9
Nigeria 57.2 58.6 889 1134 1335 3424 1311 2278 7933 98.4 93.1 106.8
Rwanda 84.3 57.6 599 947 1331 2950 1256 133.8 * 95.7 97.5 91.6
Senegal 749 60.8 827 1103 1085 3581 176.5- 1744 (937.5) 953 76.1 90.6
Zambia 64.8 311 46.4 93.5 853 2288 1334 2285 7598 1015 1043 1047
North Africa .
Egypt 372 50.4 758 1278 1045 145.1 139.3 2004 3786 1092 1029 1039
Moracco 41.2 56,8 876 1428 168.0 338.1 1367 1896 5476 90.1 80.5 94.3
Asta/Near East
Bangladesh 59.6 76.2 684 846 1059 2381 1273 2617 10123 860 109.1 113.2
Indonesia 47.5 39.8 46.7 73.1 976 197.1 1149 1563  258.1 90.6 97.3 97.1
Pakistan 53.6 62.0 922 1406 2124 5506 2077 2991 7105 1050 106.1 120.0
Philippines 1029  8l4 642 1531 100.8 81.6 965 1039 1121 107.7 1021 87.3
Turkey 17.5 21.7 51.7 677 1048 166.1 605 2190 2510 934 1004 92.2
Latin America/Caribhean
Bolivia 202 233 39.7 59.6 786 1593 1118 1364 1553 924 92.1 86.5
Brazil 2135 1108 . 790 99.8 83.2 80.8 61.3 74.6 886 1023 90.1 81.3
Colombia 1176 1159 81.0 98.7 85.2 89.4 76.8 90.1 102.4 85.3 89.7 89.8
Dominican Republic 160.8 117.8 842 1091 88.6 92.8 68.0 962 1152 92.7 97.2 95.1
Paraguay (64.9} 729 386 924 98.0 974 1010 1177 1295 958 1041 90.7
Peru 40.4 20.4 311 80.0 788 1165 1009 1197 1348 95.8 96.6 95.4

Note: An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 50 cases and has been suppressed. Figures in parentheses are based on 50-100

Cases.
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years and older towards equality or masculinity among
those 15-24 years. These seven countries include Madagas-
car and Paraguay, as well as the same five countries that
have sex ratios favoring female education—Brazil, Colom-
bia, the Dominican Republic, Namibia, and the Philippines.
By contrast, in 10 countries there has been a more or less
steady increase in the feminization of the uneducated popu-
lation across the cohorts. In the remaining countries, there
appears to have been some worsening of the situation, with

even more women than men remaining uneducated in the

25-49 years age group than among the 50 years or more age
group, before some improvement in the youngest cohort.
Noticeably too, the sex ratio in each age group of those with
no education is always lower than the sex ratio of that age
group in the whole population in every country except
Brazil, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, and Namibia.

When examining the population with primary educa-
tion, increased feminization of the sex ratio from the older
to the younger age groups is found in almost 75 percent of
the countries. Nevertheless, in 13 of these countries the sex
ratio of the population age 15-24 years continues to be over
100. By contrast, in Brazil, Colombia, the Dominican Re-
public, Namibia, and the Philippines, the sex ratio of those
age 15-24 with primary education is higher than those age
50 or more with primary education. However, this trend
favoring males at the primary level of education is compen-
sated by the fact that in these countries, the population with
secondary or higher education is becoming more "femi-
nized" (the sex ratio is falling) across the generations; and
in most of these countries, the sex ratio of both the 15-24
and 25-49 age groups is well below 100. In all of the re-
maining countries, there has also been a consistent relative
feminization of the secondary or higher level of education
over the generations. Nonetheless, the sex ratio of even the
youngest age group (15-24 years) in most countries remains
well above 100 implying that, despite improvements, fe-
males continue to lag far behind males in terms of second-
ary and higher education.

From this discussion, it is evident that education re-
mains dominated by males and that there has been only
limited improvement over time in women’s relative position
as measured by the sex ratio of the educated. There are,
however, some notable exceptions where women fare well
absolutely and relatively in terms of access to education:
the sub-Saharan African country of Namibia, the Asian
country of the Philippines, and three Latin American and
Caribbean countries, Brazil, Colombia, and the Dominican
Republic.
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42 EDUCATED WOMEN BY RESIDENCE
AND AGE

Education is not only supposed to impart literacy, but
is also expected to have a conditioning effect on behavior
and thinking that encourages innovation in both. A limited
amount of education is less likely to confer these benefits
since the conditioning effect of education is likely to be
cumulative. In light of this, the share of educated women in
reproductive ages is examined by residence and age for two
different levels of education: at least four years of education
and at least "some secondary education.”

The choice of at least four years of education as the
first cutoff point can be justified on several grounds. For
one, UNICEF has chosen the percent who achieve grade
level four as a critical marker of school progress for children
{United Nations Children’s Fund, 1993). There is also
precedence in using a coding scheme that groups length of
school attendance into 0, 1-3, 4-6, and 7 or more years
(United Nations, 1987). In this coding scheme, the category
1-3 years of education coincides in most countries with the
category of incomplete primary education; the category 4-6
years of education generally overlaps with the completion
of primary education in most countries. Further, less than
four years of education is found to have only a weak and
often insignificant effect on fertility and contracéptive use
in 26 countries, while the negative effect of more than four
years of education on the same variables is strong, signifi-
cant and robust in most countries (United Nations, 1995b).
Finally, women with less than four years of education are
more likely to be illiterate than those who complete at least
primary education, since literacy is a skill reinforced by
continuity in the education system. This suggests that the
beneficial effects of education are most likely to be realized
with at least a minimum of four years of education.

On the other hand, it is important to see what propor-
tion of all women can be considered to be particularly ad-
vantaged in terms of education, While clearly women with
"higher" education benefit most from educational condition-
ing effects, their number in most countries is very small.
Therefore, the proportion of women with "some secondary
education”"——clearly not as advantaged as those with higher
education, but having received enough education to gain
significantly from it—is examined by residence and age.

Overall, the percent of women with at least four years
of education ranges from a low of 8 percent in Niger and 14



~ percent in Burkina Faso to a high of over 90 percent in the
Philippines. Large urban-rural differences are also observed
in most countries, with the percent of women with four
years of education being greater always for urban as com-
pared to rural women (Table 4.5). Further, there are 17
countries where approximately two out of every three urban
women have at least four years of education, but oniy five
countries where rural women do so. Nonetheless, it is nota-
ble that in Burkina Faso, Niger, Pakistan, and Senegal, not
even half of the urban women have four years of education
and less than 10 percent of rural women have four years of
education.

Table 4.5 Educational status by residence and age

The share of women with four or more years of educa-
tion in each age group increases as age declines in every
country except Pakistan. This suggests that even though
there is no evidence of consistent improvement of the posi-
tion of women relative to men from older to younger co-
horts, the percent of educated women among all women has
increased significantly across cohorts. Despite this improve-
ment, however, the proportion of women who have four
years of education, even among those 15-24 years of age,
remains very low in Bangladesh, Egypt, Morocco, Pakistan,
and most sub-Saharan African countries excluding Ghana,
Kenya, Namibia, and Zambia.

Percentage of women age 15-49 who have at least four years of education, and those who have at least some secondary or
higher education, by residence and age, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Percent with at least four years of education

Percent with at least some secondary education

Residence Age (years)

15-24 25-34 35-49 Total

Urban Rural 15-24 25-34 35-49 Total

Residence Age (years)
Country Urban Rural
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 437 59 201 115
Cameroon 678 407 657 523
Ghana 787 467 7Ll 587
Kenya 883 722 905 758
Madagascar 809 403 570 505
Malawi U U 439 335
Namibia 873 658 838 754
Niger 29.9 38 140 6.6
Nigeria 65.7 292 583 340
Rwanda 693 427 631 405
Senegal 46.6 68 321 209
Zambia 863 564 790 763
North Africa .
Egypt' 612 243 427 462
Morocco 533 93 424 283
Asia/Near East
Bangladesh' 510 267 352 304
Indonesia’ 762 529 776 6L7
Pakistan! 420 84 188 219
Philippines 963 902 964 939
Turkey' 742 556 803 752
Latin America/Caribbean
Bolivia 818 475 85.1 71.4
Brazil 66.8 373 7LT 569
Colombia 855 563 866 812
Dominican Republic 866 644 886 793
Paraguay 906 721 898 850
Peru 902 572 926 844

63 136 263 16 106 5.1 24 6.6
285 521 420 153 392 235 84 265
439 588 212 36, 115 102 89 103
456 750 458 198 266 318 111 244
318 484 628 176 311 302 152 266
208 342 U U 53 5.0 23 44
563 74.0 569 248 406 437 240 371

2.1 84 157 04 52 27 04 3.1
165 383 421 L2 323 155 49 189
19.9 443 327 63 106 8.3 33 7.9
133 235 216 1.6 123 104 58 9.9
493 717 378 91 265 257 156 239
367 415 408 129 333 313 178 259
168 309 362 39 285 180 89 198
215 285 390 119 185 164 9.0 150
482 597 413 112 240 219 160 200
150 186 302 35 109 145 5.1 117
899 937 762 543 793 680 495 667
537 615 249 43 196 208 133 175
459 689 674 221 659 521 291 504
372 566 255 42 177 247 128 181
61.8 780 651 237 629 588 373 45
647 796 524 213 487 490 239 425
705 825 534 138 432 388 240 361
675 828 768 272 7183 656 478 656

! Ever-married sample of women
U = Unknown (not available)
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Among the 12 African countries, there are five where
not even 10 percent of women age 15-49 have at least some
secondary education, while this proportion is about two-
thirds in Peru and the Philippines. Further, even in urban
areas, it is only in Madagascar, Namibia, the Philippines and
all the Latin American and Caribbean countries except Bra-
zil, that half or more women have at least secondary educa-
tion. The rural area rates are even lower-—15 percent or less
of rural women in 15 countries, and between 15 and 30 per-

cent in eight countries. Only in the Philippines do more than.

half of the rural women have secondary or higher education.

Not surprisingly, secondary education is also more
common among the younger age groups than in the older
age groups. However, the percent of women age 15-24 with
some secondary education is one-third or less in all African
and Asian countries except Cameroon, Namibia and the
Philippines. In the Latin American countries by contrast, the
proportion in this age group with some secondary education
is 20 percent in Brazil, about 50 percent in the Dominican
Republic and Paraguay, about two-thirds in Bolivia and
Colombia, and 78 percent in Peru. These data also suggest
an upward trend in women’s education levels, but simulta-
neously reveal that much improvement is still needed.

However, education is only one indicator of women’s
awareness and ability to cope with the world. Next, some
other indicators of women’s exposure, awareness, and inte-
gration into the modern world are examined.

4.3 ADDITIONAL INDICATORS OF WOMEN’S
EXPOSURE AND AWARENESS

In this section, other indicators of women’s exposure
to and awareness of the world around them are explored
beginning with women’s exposure to different forms of
media. One element of women’s empowerment and status
is the ability to access and use information. Exposure to the
media not only increases women’s awareness of the world
around them, but is also likely to be a major source of infor-
mation, which equips them to better interpret and manipu-
late their environment. Table 4.6 presents data on the expo-
sure of women in the reproductive ages 15-49 to three forms
of media—television, radio, and newspaper—by urban and
rural residence. Exposure to media is defined in most coun-
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tries as exposure (watching, listening or reading depending
on the type of media) at least once a week.

There are large differences in exposure to the three
forms of media by rural and urban residence and across
countries. In 11 countries, even in urban areas, at least one
in 10 women are not exposed to any type of media; and in
Bangladesh, Cameroon, the Dominican Republic, Nigerand
Pakistan, 20-30 percent of urban women are not exposed to
any source of media. By contrast, in all countries for which
data are available, with the sole exception of the Philippines,
more than 10 percent of rural women are not exposed to any,
kind of media. Indeed, in 13 countries, over 30 percent of’
women in rural areas are not exposed to any media source,’
and this proportion is above 60 percent in Burkina Faso,
Cameroon, Madagascar, Niger, and Pakistan.

Exposure to all three forms of media is limited espe-
cially among rural women. Interestingly, in about half of the
countries, women in urban areas are more likely to have:
exposure to any two types of media than to only one or all:
three. Urban women in Peru and the Philippines have the:
highest exposure to the media: over 70 percent of urban
women in the reproductive ages have at least weekly expo--
sure to television, radio, and the newspaper. In most coun
tries, women in rural areas, if they are exposed at all, are
most likely to have exposure to only one media form.

Another indirect indicator of women’s awareness of
and exposure to the modern world is migratory experience.
Women who have ever migrated are more likely to have
exposure to nontraditional ideas and ways of doing things
than women who have never migrated or have lived in rural
areas all their lives. "It [migration] is associated with pro-
found changes in all of women’s roles" (Adepoju, 1994).
Thus, in Table 4.7, available indicators of migration for
women age 15-49 are presented. Both rural to urban and
urban to rural migration are examined since the process of
migration itself is considered educational.

2 There are some countries that are exceptions, In Colombia, Indonesia,
and Paraguay, exposure to television and newspapers is weekly, but
exposure to radio is in terms of daily listening. In Egypt, exposure to both
television and radio is in terms of daily viewing and listening,
respectively. Also note that for Cameroon, Malawi, and Nigeria, data
were collected for expositre 1o two types of media only.



Table 4.6 Media exposure by residence

Percent distribution of women age 15-49 who have exposure to television, radio and newspaper, by residence, Demographic and
Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Urban household Rural household
Exposure to combinations of Exposure to combinations of
television, radio and newspaper television, radio and newspaper
All Only Only All Only Only
Country three two one None Number three two one None Number
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 19.6 327 303 174 1,285 0.1 2.2 322 65.5 5,009
Cameroon' NA 47.5 233 29.3 1,615 NA 13.0 23.0 64,0 2,240
Ghana 19.7 393 26.9 14.1 1,717 35 i4.1 342 482 2,830
Kenya 333 285 24.8 13.4 1,329 5.0 199 41.3 338 6,167
Madagascar 26.2 29.1 25.6 19.2 1,250 1.0 6.3 27.2 65.5 4,983
Malawi? NA 16.0°  389% 452 4,836° u U U U U
Namibia 46.0 303 17.9 58 2,071 4.2 34.2 43.3 183 3,333
Niger 14.6 324 217 253 1,122 02 4.3 300 65.5 5.360
Nigeria! NA 63.7 222 14.3 2,187 NA 10.5 345 55.1 6,591
Senegal 22.6 43.5 24.2 9.8 2,621 14 116 476 393 3,670
Zambia 27.1 339 257 13.3 3,597 20 13.0 304 54.5 3413
North Africa
Egypt®* 335 419 13.1 64 4,556 17 393 202 238 5,189
Morocco 36.5 48.1 11.1 44 4522 46 30.2 37.8 214 4,692
Asia/Near East
Bangladesh 17.0 320 25.1 26.0 1,096 1.9 8.6 306 589 8,399
Indonesia® 41.2 36.6 154 6.7 6,684 12.1 29.8 294 288 16,178
Pakistan 18.5 30.6 25.8 25.1 2,007 22 8.3 16.3 733 4,571
Philippines 71.5 19.1 74 2.0 8,455 41.5 28.2 224 8.0 6,511
Turkey 49.5 337 13.0 38 4,176 202 445 244 10.9 2,336
Latin America/Caribbean _
Bolivia® 49.5 352 1.7 3.6 5,350 57 153 427 36.3 3,203
Brazil 382 41.6 15.0 52 4,062 14.5 27.8 388 189 2,154
Colombia® 493 359 11.7 3.0 6,315 234 38.8 264 114 2,164
Dominican Republic 94 326 374 20.5 4,990 1.7 236 36.8 379 2,305
Paraguay® 65.0 26.7 70 1.3 3,269 326 33.2 24.1 10.1 2,546
Peru 73.1 19.9 52 1.8 12,270 14.9 257 383 211 3,546

! Exposure to only television and radio

2 Exposure to only newspaper and radio

3 Exposure to radio in terms of daily rather than weekly listening

4 Exposure to television in terms of daily rather than weekly viewing

NA = Not applicable

U = Unknown (not available)

2 Exposure for alt households (There is no rural-urban breakdown for Matawi.)



Table 4,7 Migration experience of women

Percent distribution of women age 15-49 by previous and childhood residence, percent of those who have never migrated,
and mean percent of life spent in place of interview, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Current residence: Urban

Current residence: Rural

Always Mean

Always Mean

lived percent lived percent
in  oflife in  ofife
Previous Residence place lJivedin  Previous Residence place lived in
“residence beforeage 12 of placeof residence beforeage 12 of  place of
inter- inter- ' inter-  inter-
Country Urban Rural Urban Rwural view view Urban Rural Urban Rural view view
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 744 256 695 305 426 598 90 910 85 915 535 676
Cameroon 753 247 672 328 255 468 215 785 158 842 352 537
Ghana 870 13.0 828 172 306 526 384 616 273 727 334 533
Kenya 625 3715 365 635 384 569 63 937 104 896 689 781
Madagascar 857 143 799 201 375 536 153 847 199 801 469 618
Namibia 727 213 545 455 491 631 35 965 42 958 757 818
Niger® 91.6 84 631 369 426 587 465 535 42 958 501 670
Nigeria 883 117 768 232 565 697 117 883 143 857 713 798
Rwanda 555 445 398 602 247 388 - 1.7 983 1.5 985 397 587
Senegal 793 207 771 229 541 686 140 860 102 898 422 609
Zambia 832 168 684 316 201 369 191 809 218 732 280 430
Neorth Africa
Egypt! 837 163 818 182 544 701 84 916 74 926 747 835
Morocco 791 209 704 296 396 566 6.9 931 72 928 498 648
Asia/Near East
Bangiadesh' 61.8 382 U U 150 380 48 952 U U 221 543
Indonesia’ L)) U 535 465 U U U u 59 941 U U
Pakistan' 740 260 674 326 366 559 59 941 63 937 586 718
Philippines® 792 208 540 460 434 577 122 878 121 879 6l4 727
Turkey'? U U 553 447 317 536 u U 95 905 554 695
Latin America/Caribbean
Bolivia U U 868 132 U U U U 281 719 u U
Brazil 93.0 70 712 288 463 638 292 708 159 841 644 742
Colombia 869 131 8L7 183 436 616 321 679 271 729 427 552
Dominican Republic 787 213 694 306 534 676 248 752 178 822 525 619
Paraguay 91.7 83 825 175 558 656 169 831 231 769 660 752
Peru 92.6 74 897 103 528 690 238 762 368 632 615 708

Note: Visitors to the community were excluded in sub-Saharar African countries, Pakistan, and Bangladesh. Residence abroad was

Frouped with urban for previous and childhood residence.
" Only ever-married women

Niger and the Philippines have between 2 percent and 4 percent missing responses.
3 Urban was defined as province center and district center, while rural was defined as sub-district or village.

U = Unknown (not available)

In most countries, at least three out of four women cur-
rently residing in urban areas have aiso lived previously in
the same or another urban area. There are only seven coun-
tries where one-fourth or more of the women currently liv-
ing in urban areas moved there from a rural area; and in
only three countries—Bangladesh, Kenya, and Rwanda—
the proportion of rural-urban migrants is more than one-
third of women currently living in urban areas. Similarly, in
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16 countries, more than two-thirds of women currently liv-
ing in urban areas, also lived in an urban area before the age
of 12. However, in about half of the countries, including
Kenya and Rwanda, more than 30 percent of those currently
living in urban areas had a rural childhood.

As compared with the proportion of women living in
urban areas whose previous residence was urban, women



currently living in rural areas have a greater likelihood that
their previous residence was rural. This is particularly true
in most of the sub-Saharan African countries, in all the
Asian countries, and in the two North African countries. In
these countries, the percent of current rural residents who
also lived previgusly in rural areas ranges from about three-
fourths to well over 90 percent. In all of the Latin American
countries other than Paraguay, approximately one-fourth to
one-third of current rural residents had moved there from an
urban area, Further, in 19 countries, over three-fourths of
current rural residents had a rural childhood and this propor-
tion is about 90 percent or more in 11 countries.

Also, women currently living in rural areas are on
average much more likely to have always lived in the place
of interview, and have spent a higher percentage of their life
in the place of interview, than women currently living in ur-
ban areas. The only exceptions are Colombia, the Domini-
can Republic, and Senegal. Note that the estimates of migra-
tion for Bangladesh, Egypt, Pakistan, and Turkey which are
based on a sample of ever-married women are likely to be
biased when compared with migration estimates based on a
sample of all women. The exclusion of never-married wom-
en allows a disproportionate weight to be placed on women
who moved only at the time of marriage to live with their
husbands.

From these results, it appears that only a small propor-
tion of women migrate, especially out of rural areas. Conse-
quently, this source of exposure for women is limited in
most countries.

Yet another way of evaluating women’s exposure to
nontraditional ways of doing things and their degree of con-
trol over their own lives is to examine some demographic
outcome variables. Thus, the degree to which women appear
to be in control of their own bodies and fertility needs
exploration. Reproductive choice is crucial to women’s
ability to make choices about other aspects of their lives
such as education, employment and health (McCauley et al.,
1994}, Table 4.8 contains several different indicators that
illustrate such control and awareness.

First, the extent to which women have ever discussed
their desired number of children with their husbands is
examined. The proportion of all currently married women
(except those who are sterilized or have a husband who is
sterilized) who have discussed the number of children they
want with their husband vaties across all countries. The
lowest proportions are found in Burkina Faso, Niger, and

Senegal where only 10-20 percent of women have had such
discussions. In most other sub-Saharan countries as well as
in Egypt and Pakistan, the proportion tends to be between
one-fourth and one-half of all women. Only Kenya, Mada-
gascar, and Morocco in Africa rank with the other countries
of Asia and Latin America, where the proportion tends to be
60 percent or more. Peru has the highest proportion of wom-
en—atmost 9 out of 10—who have discussed their desired
number of children with their husbands.

Knowledge of the ovulatory cycle and of modern
methods of contraception are more direct measures of wom-
en’s control and awareness of their bodies and fertility. A
woman is considered to have knowledge of the ovulatory
cycle if she is aware that a woman has the greatest chance
of becoming pregnant "in the middle of her cycle.” Table
4.8 shows that the proportion of women who answer cot-
rectly is 25 percent or less in almost all countries. In only
Cameroon, Ghana, Madagascar, and Paraguay, the propor-
tion giving the correct answer is between 25 and 30 percent
of all women, and in Colombia and Peru it is between one-
third and half of all women. These numbers are extremely
low, and if correct, reflect a disturbingly low level of
awareness about the workings of the female body.

By contrast, information about contraceptive methods
is fairly widespread. In all countries except Madagascar,
Niger, and Nigeria, the percent of all women who knew of
three or more contraceptive methods was greater than 50
percent. In more than half of the countries, including all of
the Asian ones except Pakistan and all of the Latin Ameri-
can and Caribbean countries except Bolivia, the proportion
is greater than 80 percent.

3 The way in which the questions related to correct knowledge of the
ovulatory cycle are asked leaves some room for doubt. Two questions are
used to elicit this information. The wording used in most countries for the
first question is "Between the first day of a woman’s period (i.e.,
menstrual cycie) and the first day of her next period, are there certain
times when she has a greater chance of becoming pregnant than other
times?" If women say yes to this question, they are asked: "During which
times of the monthly cycle does a woman have the greatest chance of
becoming pregnant?” Although the questions refer to "any woman," the
respondent is likely to interpret them with reference to her own
experience. Thus, the answer to the second question will depend on what
a woman understands to be her "monthly cycle.”" If the woman has
irregular cycles, she may be unsure. Further, a response such as "middle
of the cycie” is critically dependent on what she perceives to be the
beginning and end of the cycle. Therefore, these statistics are likely to be
more reflective of a lower bound rather than an average. Also, note that
the percent of women with knowledge of the ovulatory cycie tends to be
higher among women who are currently using periodic abstinence as a
contraceptive method.
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Table 4.8 Reproductive choice

Percentage of currently married women and all women according to selected
reproductive choice variables reflective of awareness, Demographic and Health

Surveys, 1990-1994

Currently
martied
women’ All women
Knowl- Ever
Discussed edge of used a
numberof  Knowl- 3 or more modern
children edge of contra- contra-
with ovulatory ceptive ceptive
Country husband cycle methods method
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 15.5 8.8 51.2 9.9
Cameroon 28.0 26.3 54.0 15.7
Ghana 48.4 284 823 29.5
Kenya 62.4 20.1 90.2 34.0
Madagascar 57.3 28.1 40.2 83
Malawi 35.8 12.2 75.6 169
Namibia 49.5 7.8 720 371
Niger 17.0 109 43.2 4.4
Nigeria 23.2 20.1 31.2 8.8
Rwanda 520 18.4 92.2 16.8
Senegal 10.7 9.9 534 10.2
Zambia 44.2 13.7 72.1 22.9
North Africa
Egypt 46.1 17.3 93.8 62.9
Morocco 65.5 13.7 85.3 36.8
Asia/Near East
Bangladesh 76.4 U 98.7 57.0
Indonesia 60.3 12.0 83.5 64.1
Pakistan 338 52 63.3 16.0
Philippines 78.6 23.5 92.3 27.7
Turkey . 694 224 94.6 61.2
Latin America/Caribbean
Bolivia 75.7 11.2 68.0 222
Brazil 624 14.1 940 509
Colombia 71.1 357 95.1 522
Dominican Republic 714 23.2 98.5 52.5
Paraguay 72.9 25.7 87.7 42.0
Peru 86.7 46.5 89.8 35.8

! Only those women who are not sterilized and whose partner is not sterilized

U = Unknown (not available)

Finally, the proportion of women who have ever used
a modern contraceptive method is also examined. Clearly,
this proportion is lower than the proportion who have knowl-
edge of contraceptive methods in every country. Indeed,
there are five countries, all in sub-Saharan Africa where
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ever use of a modern contraceptive method is 10 percent or
less and only two—Kenya and Namibia—where about one
in three women have ever used a modern contraceptive
method. Other countries where the proportion of women
who have ever used a modern contraceptive is about one-



third or less are Bolivia, Morocco, Pakistan, Peru, and the
Philippines. In the remaining Asian countries and in Brazil,
Colombia, and the Dominican Republic, the percent of
women who have ever used a modern method lies between
50 and 65 percent. Indonesia, with 64 percent of all women
having ever used a modern contraceptive method, has the
highest percent of ever use.

The analysis in this chapter has revealed that some
progress is being made in improving women’s capacity to
cope with the modern world, both in terms of education and
contraception. However, women are less likely to be edu-

cated than men in most countries and changes across age
cohorts reveal that there is no consistent improvement in
closing this gap over time. In several countries, especially
in sub-Saharan Africa, the proportion of women without any
education continues to be extremely high. Even when wom-
en do receive education, the quality and quantity is often
such that the minimal requirement of literacy is not always
fulfilled. Finally, even in countries where at least four years
of education are fairly common among women, the propor-
tion who receive secondary or higher education remains
limited.
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