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CHAPTER 1 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE RATES 5
 
 

This chapter presents information on school attendance ratios and on the primary school pupils’ 
age relative to the class they attend. The chapter also presents dropout and repetition rates in the primary 
school class. 

5.1 Primary School Attendance Ratios 

The 2003 Nigeria DHS survey collected information about school attendance in the 2002-2003 
and 2003-2004 school years among youth age 5-24. This information is used below to calculate the net 
and gross attendance ratios (NAR and GAR), and the repetition and dropout rates (which are addressed in 
section 5.5). The 2003 Nigeria DHS survey and the 2004 NDES approach to measuring children’s 
participation in schooling differs both methodologically and substantively from those generally used by 
ministries of education and internationally in education statistics. The Federal Ministry of Education 
(FMOE) in Nigeria collects data from school enrolment records, and uses population estimates to produce 
figures on children’s school enrolment rates. The 2003 Nigeria DHS survey and the 2004 NDES, on the 
other hand, measure children’s participation in schooling using data on school attendance, collected from 
a representative sample of households. Attendance ratios indicate the percentage of children who attend 
school, based on questions about whether children attended formal academic school at any time during 
the given school year.  

Tables 5.1 and 5.2 present primary school and secondary school net and gross attendance ratios 
for the 2003-2004 school year and the gender parity index by household residence and region. The net 
attendance ratio (NAR) indicates participation in schooling among those of official school age, which is 
age 6-11 for primary and 12-17 for secondary. The gross attendance ratio (GAR) indicates school 
attendance among youth of any age, from age 5 to 24, and is expressed as a percentage of the school-age 
population for that level of schooling, although technically, the GAR is not a percentage. The GAR is 
nearly always higher than the NAR for the same level, because the GAR includes participation by youth 
who are older or younger than the official age range for that level. An NAR of 100 percent would indicate 
that all of the children in the official age range for the level are attending that level. The GAR can exceed 
100 if there is sizeable over-age or under-age participation at that level of schooling.  

The gender parity index (GPI) measures sex-related differences in school attendance rates: it is 
calculated by dividing the gross attendance ratio for females by the gross attendance ratio for males. If the 
primary school GAR for females and males were the same, say 70, then the GPI would be 70/70, or 1, 
showing parity or equality between the rates of participation among female and male children. However, 
if males participate at a higher rate than do females, the GPI would be below 1. The closer the GPI is to 0, 
the greater is the gender disparity in favour of males. A GPI greater than 1 indicates a gender disparity in 
favour of females, meaning that a higher proportion of females than males attends that level of schooling. 

As illustrated in Table 5.1, 60 percent of the primary school-age children (age 6-11) attend 
primary school. Males are more likely than females to attend primary school (64 percent versus 57 
percent, respectively). In addition, there is a sizeable urban-rural difference in the net attendance ratio: 70 
percent of children in urban areas attend primary school, compared with 56 percent in rural areas.  
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 Table 5.1  Primary school attendance ratios 

 
Primary net attendance ratios (NAR), gross attendance ratios (GAR), and the gender parity index (GPI) for the de jure household 
population age 5-24, by sex, according to background characteristics, Nigeria DHS 2003  

   
 Net attendance ratio (NAR)1 Gross attendance ratio (GAR)2 
 
Background 
characteristic Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Gender 
parity 
index3 

 Residence        
 Urban  71.0 68.0 69.5 108.4 96.5 102.6 0.89 
 Rural  60.2 51.1 55.7 93.1 78.3 85.8 0.84 
          
 Region        
 North Central  71.4 68.9 70.2 113.0 114.6 113.8 1.01 
 North East  49.5 39.1 44.4 75.0 55.2 65.3 0.74 
 North West  49.0 34.2 41.7 79.4 50.2 65.0 0.63 
 South East  82.4 78.3 80.2 128.7 118.6 123.2 0.92 
 South South  83.2 81.1 82.2 128.9 117.1 123.0 0.91 
 South West  81.2 84.6 82.8 109.3 119.2 113.9 1.09 
          
 Mother's education        
 No schooling  51.2 42.4 46.8 u u u u 
 Some or completed primary  77.9 70.7 74.5 u u u u 

 
Some, completed or higher than 
secondary  83.8 81.4 82.6 u u u u 

          
 Father's education        
 No schooling  49.1 38.0 43.6 u u u u 
 Some or completed primary  77.6 64.7 71.4 u u u u 

 
Some, completed or higher than 
secondary  76.8 78.4 77.6 u u u u 

          
 Economic status quintile        
 Lowest  45.0 35.7 40.4 74.4 58.4 66.5 0.79 
 Second  55.6 42.2 48.9 91.3 67.0 79.1 0.73 
 Middle  64.9 56.6 60.9 100.2 86.5 93.6 0.86 
 Fourth  75.4 72.7 74.1 114.9 109.9 112.6 0.96 
 Highest  82.9 82.8 82.9 114.6 106.6 110.5 0.93 
          
 Total  63.7 56.5 60.1 98.0 84.1 91.2 0.86 

 

1 Percentage of the primary-school age (6-11 years) population that is attending primary school. By definition the NAR cannot 
exceed 100 percent. 
2 Total number of primary school students, expressed as a percentage of the official primary-school-age population. If there are 
significant numbers of over-age and under-age students at a given level of schooling, the GAR can exceed 100. 
3 Ratio of the primary school GAR for females to the GAR for males.  
u = Unknown (not available). The GAR cannot be calculated by parents’ educational attainment because this information was 
collected only for children age 4-16, rather than for all youth. 

 

In Nigeria, a substantial proportion of primary school pupils falls outside the official age range 
for primary schooling:  whereas the primary school NAR is 60 percent, the GAR is 91, indicating that for 
every 60 pupils age 6-11, there are 31 pupils who are either younger than age 6 or older than age 11. As is 
the case with the NAR, the male GAR (98) exceeds the female GAR (84), producing a gender parity 
index of 0.86.  

Regional differences in both net and gross attendance ratios are substantial. The primary school 
NAR in the South West (83 percent), in the South South (82 percent), and in the South East (80 percent), 
are nearly twice as high as the NAR in the North West (42 percent) and North East (44 percent). The 
NAR in the North Central region falls between these extremes, at 70 percent. A similar pattern exists for 
primary school attendance among youth age 5-24, with the highest gross attendance ratios (GAR) in the 
southern regions and in the North Central region.  

In every region except the South West, male children age 6-11 are more likely than female 
children to attend primary school (see Figure 5.1). The widest percentage point gap is in the North West, 
where 49 percent of male and 34 percent of female children attend school. The gap is also substantial in 
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the North East, where 50 percent of male and 39 percent of female school-age children attend primary 
school. In the South West, there is a slight gender gap in favor of female children (85 percent versus 81 
percent).  

Within regions, there are also differences in GAR by sex (see Figure 5.2). As is the case with the 
NAR, in the South West region, there is a gap in favor of females (a GPI of 1.09). There is near gender 
parity in the North Central (a GPI of 1.01), and the gender gap is narrow in the South East and the South 
South (GPI of 0.92 and 0.91, respectively). In the North West and North East, there is a notable gender 
gap in favor of male youth (GPI of 0.63 and 0.74, respectively).  

 
 

 

Figure 5.2
Primary Gross Attendance Ratio, by Region and Sex
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Figure 5.1
Primary Net Attendance Ratio, by Region and Sex
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 For children of primary school age, the 2004 NDES provides information about parents’ 
educational attainment, which allows for the calculation of the primary school NAR according to parents’ 
attainment.1 Many studies suggest that there are intergenerational benefits to schooling, with children 
being more likely to attend school and stay in school if their parents attended school. The results of the 
2004 NDES are consistent with this premise:  the higher the level of schooling attained by a child’s 
mother and father, the greater is the likelihood that the child attends primary school (see Figure 5.3). 
While the NAR is 47 percent among children whose mothers have never attended school, it is 75 percent 
among children whose mothers attended primary school, and 83 percent among children whose mothers 
attended secondary school or higher. With respect to father’s educational attainment, there are similar 
differences: the NAR is 44 percent among children whose fathers have never attended school, compared 
with 71 percent among those whose fathers attended primary, and 78 percent among those whose fathers 
attended secondary school or a higher level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the primary level, there are dramatic differences in NAR and GAR by economic status.2   
Among children age 6-11 in the highest quintile, 83 percent attend primary school, compared with 40 
percent in the lowest quintile (see Figure 5.4). So, children from the most advantaged households are 
more than twice as likely as those from the least advantaged households to attend primary school. The  
 

                                                 
1 The GAR cannot be calculated according to parents’ educational attainment because this information was collected 
only for children age 4-16, rather than for all youth. 
2 The economic status index measures socioeconomic status in terms of assets or wealth, rather than in terms of 
income or consumption. The assets used to form this index include: ownership of radio, television, parrafin lamp, 
bicycle, motorcycle/scooter, car/truck; lighting, water and fuel sources; sanitation facilities; and floor material. Each 
household asset used for the index was assigned a weight generated through principal components analysis, which 
calculated the importance of each element of the index. These asset scores were standardized in relation to a 
standard normal distribution and then used to create the break points that define the economic status quintiles. 

Figure 5.3
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gross attendance ratio follows a similar pattern, with a GAR of 111 in the highest quintile and a GAR of  
7 in the poorest quintile. Gender disparities (in favour of boys) in the GAR are the greatest in the lowest 
(least advantaged) two quintiles, and gender disparities are the lowest in the highest two (more 
advantaged) quintiles. For instance, the GPI in the lowest quintile is 0.79, while it is 0.93 in the most 
advantaged quintile. 

5.2 Secondary School Attendance Ratios 

At the secondary level, a far lower proportion of school-age youth attend school than is the case 
at the primary level. Thirty-five percent of youth age 12-17 attend secondary school in Nigeria (see Table 
5.2). At the secondary level, as at the primary level, male youth are more likely than female youth to 
attend school (NAR of 38 percent and 33 percent, respectively). In addition, there is an urban-rural 
difference: 46 percent of youth in urban areas attend secondary school, compared with 29 percent of those 
in rural areas.  

A sizeable proportion of students falls outside the official age range for secondary schooling:  the 
secondary NAR is 35 percent and the GAR is 61, indicating that for every 35 students age 12-17, there 
are 26 students who are either younger than age 12 or older than age 17. Among youth up to the age of 
24, there is a notable gender gap in secondary school attendance, with a male GAR of 69 and a female 
GAR of 53, producing a gender parity index of 0.77.  

Figure 5.4
Primary Net Attendance Ratio, by Economic Status Quintile
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 Table 5.2  Secondary school attendance ratios 

 
Secondary net attendance ratios (NAR), gross attendance ratios (GAR), and the gender parity index (GPI) for the de jure 
household population age 5-24, by sex, according to background characteristics, Nigeria DHS 2003  

    
 Net attendance ratio (NAR)1 Gross attendance ratio (GAR)2 
 
Background 
characteristic Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Gender 
parity  
index3 

 Residence        
 Urban  47.2  45.3  46.3  75.6  67.2  71.6  0.89  
 Rural  31.7  25.9  28.7  65.0  45.9  55.3  0.71  
                 
 Region        
 North Central  42.7  32.6  37.7  90.7  55.6  73.3  0.61  
 North East  22.9  14.9  19.1  41.6  23.1  32.9  0.55  
 North West  19.8  9.5  14.7  41.0  14.6  27.8  0.36  
 South East  44.9  51.4  48.5  84.7  93.7  89.8  1.11  
 South South  51.6  51.5  51.5  90.9  90.8  90.9  1.00  
 South West  62.2  59.9  61.0  94.1  80.2  87.0  0.85  
                 
 Economic status quintile        
 Lowest  17.5  12.0  14.6  40.9  23.8  32.1  0.58  
 Second  24.8  16.2  20.9  50.1  31.3  41.5  0.63  
 Middle  37.3  26.7  32.0  71.2  49.8  60.4  0.70  
 Fourth  43.5  40.1  41.8  84.5  63.1  73.9  0.75  
 Highest  62.6  64.9  63.8  95.0  94.2  94.6  0.99  
                 
 Total  37.5  32.6  35.1  69.0  53.3  61.2  0.77  

 

1 Percentage of the secondary-school age (12-17 years) population that is attending secondary school. By definition the 
NAR cannot exceed 100%. 
2 Total number of secondary school students, expressed as a percentage of the official secondary-school-age population. 
If there are significant numbers of over-age and under-age students at a given level of schooling, the GAR can exceed 
100. 
3 Ratio of the secondary school GAR for females to the GAR for males. 

 

Regional differences in both net and gross attendance ratios are substantial, and are even more 
striking than those at the primary level (see Figure 5.3). The secondary school NAR in the South West 
(61 percent) is four times higher than the NAR in the North West (15 percent). About half of the youth 
age 12-17 in the South South and the South East attend secondary school, while about 4 in 10 school-age 
youth in the North Central and 1 in 5 in the North East attend secondary. A similar pattern exists for 
secondary attendance among youth age 5-24, with the ranking of regions by GAR (from lowest to 
highest) being similar to that for NAR.  

In the South South, there is gender parity in the percentage of children age 12-17 attending 
secondary school, and in the South East, female youth are more likely than male youth to attend 
secondary (see Figure 5.5). In the other four regions, there is a gender gap in favor of males. In the North 
West, male youth are twice as likely as female youth to attend secondary school. In the North Central and 
in the North East, there is a gender gap in favor of male youth of 10 and 8 percentage points, respectively. 

Within regions, there are far greater gender differences in the GAR than is the case with the NAR 
(see Figure 5.6). In the North West, male youth up to the age of 24 are nearly three times as likely as 
female youth to attend secondary (GAR of 41 and 15, and a GPI of just 0.36). In the North East and North 
Central regions, the GPI is 0.55 and 0.61 respectively, suggesting a sizeable gender gap. In the South 
South, there is gender parity (GPI of 1.00), and in the South East, there is a gap in favor of female youth 
(GPI of 1.11). 
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The differences in secondary school attendance ratios by economic status are even more striking 
than those at the primary level (see Figure 5.7). The secondary NAR in the most advantaged households 
is 64 percent, which is more than four times greater than the NAR in the least advantaged households (15 
percent), and three times higher than the NAR in the second quintile (21 percent), suggesting that only 
youth in the more advantaged quintiles have meaningful access to secondary schooling. In addition to 
having a higher overall participation rate at the secondary level, the more advantaged households come 
closer than less advantaged households to gender parity: the GPI in the highest quintile is 0.99, compared 
with just 0.58 in the lowest quintile. 

NDES 2004

Figure 5.5
Secondary Net Attendance Ratio, by Region and Sex
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Figure 5.6
Secondary Gross Attendance Ratio, by Region and Sex
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5.3 Over-age, Under-age, and On-time Pupils 

Table 5.3 presents information about the timeli-
ness of pupils’ progress through the primary school sys-
tem, by primary school class. Pupils are considered to be 
over age if they are two or more years older, and under age 
if they are one or more years younger, than the official age 
for their class. Pupils are considered to be on time if they 
are of the official age, or are one year older than the offi-
cial age for their class. Since the official age of entry to 
primary 1 is age 6, a primary 1 pupil who is age 6 or 7 is 
considered to be on time, a pupil age 8 or older is over 
age, and a pupil age 5 or younger is under age. This indi-
cator—under age, on time, or over age for class—differs 
from the percentage of primary school pupils outside the 
primary school age range (see discussion in sections 5.1 
and 5.2 above) in that the proportion of pupils over age, on 
time, and under age is calculated for each primary school 
class, rather than for primary school overall. 

Having under-age and over-age pupils in class 
may have an impact on pupil learning, as well as on 
persistence in school. For example, in a class with pupils 
ranging in age from 5 to 15, teachers may have difficulty 
managing the learning environment, as younger and older 
pupils are at different stages of physical, social, and 
intellectual development. In addition, there is evidence 
that children who are over age for the class—especially 
girls—may be more likely to drop out before completing 
primary school. Finally, in systems where school places 
are limited, the presence of under-age children may 

Table 5.3  Over-age, under-age, and on-time pupils 

Percentage  distribution of over-age, under-age, and 
on-time de jure pupils in primary school, by primary 
class and sex, Nigeria DHS 2003 

 
Primary 
class 

Over 
age 

On 
time 

Under 
age Total 

Number 
of 

children 

MALE 

1 33.4 52.5 14.1 100.0 551 
2 40.7 45.6 13.8 100.0 637 
3 52.7 39.8 7.5 100.0 569 
4 53.5 35.6 10.8 100.0 492 
5 60.4 30.6 9.0 100.0 437 
6 62.0 28.4 9.6 100.0 352 
      
Total 49.0 40.0 11.0 100.0 3,037 

FEMALE 

1 33.7 50.5 15.8 100.0 462 
2 44.7 41.9 13.3 100.0 582 
3 49.0 40.0 11.0 100.0 466 
4 58.8 31.1 10.1 100.0 409 
5 58.1 33.9 7.9 100.0 313 
6 52.7 35.5 11.9 100.0 290 

      
Total 48.4 39.7 12.0 100.0 2,522 

TOTAL 

1 33.5 51.6 14.9 100.0 1,013 
2 42.6 43.8 13.6 100.0 1,220 
3 51.0 39.9 9.1 100.0 1,034 
4 55.9 33.6 10.5 100.0 901 
5 59.4 32.0 8.6 100.0 750 
6 57.8 31.6 10.6 100.0 641 

      
Total 48.7 39.8 11.5 100.0 5,559 

Figure 5.7
Secondary Net Attendance Ratio, by Economic Status Quintile
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displace over-age children, who are likely to have a smaller window of opportunity for schooling, before 
assuming adult productive and reproductive roles.  

Some children start school over age; others may repeat primary school classes or temporarily 
drop out of school, falling behind their peers. Over age among primary school pupils is widespread in 
Nigeria, with 49 percent of primary school pupils being over age for the class they attend. Forty percent 
are on time or are at the appropriate age for the class, and a smaller proportion (12 percent) are under age. 
The prevalence of over-age pupils increases through the classes, rising from 34 percent in primary 1 to 58 
percent in primary 6.  

5.4 Age-specific Schooling Status 

Tables 5.4.1, 5.4.2, and 5.4.3 present information on the schooling status of youth age 5 to 24, by 
age. Youth fall into one of three groups: they have never attended school, or left school at some time 
before the 2003-2004 school year, or attended school during the 2003-2004 school year at the pre-
primary, primary, or secondary level or higher.  

 Table 5.4.1  Age-specific schooling status among male youth age 5-24 

 
Percent distribution of de jure male youth age 5-24 by schooling status, according to background characteristics, Nigeria DHS 
2003  

 Schooling status 

 
Background 
characteristic 

Never 
attended 

Dropped 
out 

Pre-
primary Primary 

Secondary 
or higher Missing Total 

Number of 
youth 

 Age         
 5  52.8  0.1  19.8  20.6  0.0  6.7  100.0  461  
 6  47.4  0.2  12.7  35.2  0.5  3.9  100.0  528  
 7  28.7  0.1  6.3  61.8  0.5  2.5  100.0  567  
 8  25.9  0.1  2.9  67.0  0.7  3.4  100.0  551  
 9  18.2  1.5  2.0  76.9  0.1  1.3  100.0  397  
 10  19.3  0.9  0.8  74.4  2.8  1.8  100.0  526  
 11  10.2  1.4  0.6  77.1  10.7  0.0  100.0  322  
 12  20.8  2.1  0.0  64.5  12.1  0.5  100.0  457  
 13  16.6  4.5  0.0  52.1  24.3  2.5  100.0  439  
 14  14.0  3.9  0.0  36.5  44.6  1.0  100.0  325  
 15  15.9  8.3  0.4  27.7  46.8  1.0  100.0  393  
 16  16.5  10.3  0.0  12.9  59.9  0.5  100.0  281  
 17  15.7  13.7  0.0  11.2  59.0  0.4  100.0  275  
 18  15.4  17.2  0.0  9.0  56.2  2.2  100.0  318  
 19  7.4  29.4  0.0  5.3  57.0  1.0  100.0  190  
 20  22.8  35.6  0.0  5.0  33.5  3.1  100.0  393  
 21  6.4  37.3  0.0  2.2  52.1  1.9  100.0  128  
 22  13.1  46.4  0.0  0.3  37.0  3.2  100.0  198  
 23  10.8  51.4  0.0  0.0  33.0  4.8  100.0  154  
 24  7.5  52.5  0.0  5.4  33.1  1.6  100.0  96  
 Residence         
 Urban  13.8  11.3  5.3  41.8  25.9  2.0  100.0  2,427  
 Rural  27.3  8.9  2.1  39.7  19.5  2.5  100.0  4,571  
 Region         
 North Central  10.9  11.0  5.1  43.8  27.5  1.7  100.0  1,217  
 North East  43.2  6.1  1.5  33.9  13.8  1.5  100.0  1,358  
 North West  39.7  6.6  1.2  36.6  11.9  4.0  100.0  1,882  
 South East  4.4  7.8  6.5  51.4  24.0  5.9  100.0  467  
 South South  4.5  13.2  3.4  44.6  33.4  0.9  100.0  1,290  
 South West  4.8  16.6  5.8  42.3  29.6  0.9  100.0  785  
 Economic status quintile         
 Lowest 44.7  6.3  1.3  33.9  10.9  2.8  100.0  1,369  
 Second  31.7  8.5  1.4  39.2  16.6  2.6  100.0  1,411  
 Middle  22.1  8.6  2.2  41.8  22.6  2.8  100.0  1,453  
 Fourth 11.3  11.2  3.9  45.9  26.5  1.2  100.0  1,491  
 Highest 2.7  14.1  7.6  40.9  32.5  2.2  100.0  1,274  
 Total  22.6  9.7  3.2  40.4  21.7  2.3  100.0  6,999  
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 Table 5.4.2  Age-specific schooling status among female youth age 5-24 

 
Percent distribution of de jure female youth age 5-24 by schooling status, according to background characteristics, Nigeria 
DHS 2003  

 Schooling status 

 
Background 
characteristic 

Never 
attended 

Dropped 
out 

Pre-
primary Primary 

Secondary 
or higher Missing Total 

Number of 
youth 

 Age         
 5  52.2  0.0  21.7  17.9  0.0  8.2  100.0  455  
 6  46.0  0.2  11.1  39.3  0.0  3.4  100.0  516  
 7  44.5  0.3  4.8  46.8  0.0  3.6  100.0  495  
 8  31.3  0.4  2.2  65.1  0.1  0.9  100.0  498  
 9  26.9  0.3  2.0  68.4  0.3  2.1  100.0  410  
 10  37.2  0.5  0.7  58.0  1.3  2.4  100.0  508  
 11  20.1  0.9  0.5  68.2  9.4  1.0  100.0  337  
 12  27.0  2.1  0.7  54.6  14.4  1.3  100.0  471  
 13  24.2  2.8  0.0  45.7  24.8  2.5  100.0  391  
 14  18.2  4.9  0.0  29.3  46.1  1.5  100.0  297  
 15  29.8  9.0  0.0  19.1  40.6  1.5  100.0  402  
 16  33.3  10.2  0.0  12.0  42.0  2.6  100.0  276  
 17  23.2  20.6  0.0  6.4  49.7  0.1  100.0  244  
 18  25.8  19.2  0.0  2.0  49.0  4.1  100.0  296  
 19  14.9  38.8  0.0  1.0  42.4  2.9  100.0  201  
 20  36.3  39.0  0.0  2.3  20.3  2.1  100.0  355  
 21  21.5  52.6  0.0  2.7  18.8  4.4  100.0  119  
 22  35.0  38.7  0.0  0.0  21.1  5.2  100.0  225  
 23  40.8  40.3  0.0  0.4  13.0  5.5  100.0  158  
 24  34.7  41.9  0.0  0.6  8.1  14.7  100.0  121  
                   
 Residence         
 Urban  20.3  11.2  4.4  38.7  22.9  2.6  100.0  2,205  
 Rural  38.5  9.9  2.4  32.0  14.0  3.2  100.0  4,569  
                   
 Region         
 North Central  20.8  11.4  2.9  45.5  17.4  2.1  100.0  1,117  
 North East  57.5  6.7  1.3  24.9  7.2  2.4  100.0  1,281  
 North West  60.8  6.4  1.1  22.7  4.6  4.4  100.0  1,829  
 South East  3.4  10.5  8.4  41.2  28.3  8.2  100.0  595  
 South South  5.6  15.2  5.1  41.4  31.5  1.2  100.0  1,225  
 South West  5.2  16.1  3.7  44.0  30.1  0.9  100.0  726  
                   
 Economic status quintile         
 Lowest 54.9  6.5  1.9  26.4  7.2  3.2  100.0  1,370  
 Second  46.7  8.6  1.8  30.3  9.3  3.3  100.0  1,344  
 Middle  36.0  9.4  1.6  35.1  15.1  2.9  100.0  1,409  
 Fourth 20.2  12.8  4.5  40.1  20.4  2.0  100.0  1,367  
 Highest 3.5  14.5  5.8  39.1  33.5  3.7  100.0  1,284  
                   
 Total  32.6  10.3  3.1  34.2  16.9  3.0  100.0  6,774  

 

The majority of youth (70 percent) either attended school in 2003-2004 or previously, while 28 
percent of youth age 5-24 had never attended school. The percentage of school-age children who have 
never attended school is highest from age 5-8 (falling from 53 percent to 29 percent). Among youth age 
9-24, the percentage of children who have never attended school ranges from 28 percent to 11 percent.  

A higher percentage of youth age 5-24 in rural areas than in urban areas has never attended 
school (33 percent versus 17 percent, respectively). Among regions, the South East, South South, and 
South West have the lowest percentages of youth who have never attended school (from 4 percent to 5 
percent). Differences in the age-specific schooling status by wealth are striking. Half of the youth in the 
lowest economic quintile have never attended school, compared with just 3 percent of those in the highest 
quintile.  
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Twenty-one percent of children age 5 and 12 percent of those age 6 attend pre-primary school. A 
small percentage of children age 7-9 also attend at the pre-primary level. 

 Table 5.4.3  Age-specific schooling status among youth age 5-24 

 Percent distribution of de jure youth age 5-24 by schooling status, according to background characteristics, Nigeria DHS 2003 

 Schooling status 

 
Background 
characteristic 

Never 
attended 

Dropped 
out 

Pre-
primary Primary 

Secondary 
or higher Missing Total 

Number of 
youth 

 Age         
 5  52.5  0.0  20.7  19.3  0.0  7.4  100.0  916  
 6  46.7  0.2  11.9  37.3  0.3  3.7  100.0  1,044  
 7  36.0  0.2  5.6  54.8  0.3  3.0  100.0  1,062  
 8  28.5  0.3  2.5  66.1  0.4  2.2  100.0  1,049  
 9  22.6  0.9  2.0  72.6  0.2  1.7  100.0  806  
 10  28.1  0.7  0.7  66.3  2.1  2.1  100.0  1,034  
 11  15.2  1.1  0.5  72.5  10.1  0.5  100.0  659  
 12  24.0  2.1  0.4  59.4  13.2  0.9  100.0  928  
 13  20.2  3.7  0.0  49.1  24.5  2.5  100.0  830  
 14  16.0  4.4  0.0  33.0  45.3  1.2  100.0  622  
 15  22.9  8.6  0.2  23.3  43.7  1.3  100.0  795  
 16  24.8  10.2  0.0  12.4  51.0  1.5  100.0  557  
 17  19.2  16.9  0.0  8.9  54.6  0.3  100.0  519  
 18  20.4  18.2  0.0  5.6  52.7  3.1  100.0  614  
 19  11.3  34.2  0.0  3.1  49.5  2.0  100.0  390  
 20  29.2  37.2  0.0  3.7  27.2  2.6  100.0  748  
 21  13.7  44.7  0.0  2.5  36.1  3.1  100.0  247  
 22  24.7  42.3  0.0  0.2  28.5  4.3  100.0  423  
 23  26.0  45.8  0.0  0.2  22.9  5.2  100.0  312  
 24  22.6  46.6  0.0  2.7  19.1  8.9  100.0  217  
           
 Residence         
 Urban  16.9  11.2  4.8  40.3  24.4  2.3  100.0  4,632  
 Rural  32.9  9.4  2.3  35.9  16.8  2.8  100.0  9,140  
           
 Region         
 North Central  15.6  11.2  4.1  44.6  22.7  1.9  100.0  2,334  
 North East  50.1  6.4  1.4  29.6  10.6  1.9  100.0  2,639  
 North West  50.1  6.5  1.1  29.7  8.3  4.2  100.0  3,711  
 South East  3.9  9.3  7.5  45.7  26.4  7.2  100.0  1,062  
 South South  5.0  14.2  4.2  43.1  32.5  1.0  100.0  2,515  
 South West  5.0  16.4  4.8  43.1  29.9  0.9  100.0  1,511  
           
 Economic status quintile         
 Lowest 49.8  6.4  1.6  30.2  9.1  3.0  100.0  2,739  
 Second  39.0  8.6  1.6  34.9  13.0  2.9  100.0  2,755  
 Middle  28.9  9.0  1.9  38.5  18.9  2.8  100.0  2,862  
 Fourth 15.5  12.0  4.2  43.1  23.6  1.6  100.0  2,859  
 Highest 3.1  14.3  6.7  40.0  33.0  2.9  100.0  2,558  
           
 Total  27.5 10.0 3.1 37.4 19.4 2.7 100.0 13,772 

 

Not surprisingly, among children of primary school age, most children who attend school attend 
at the primary level. Among youth of secondary school age, however, many youth still attend primary 
school. For instance, 33 percent of 14-year-olds attend primary school, while 45 percent attend secondary 
school. These findings are consistent with those of section 5.3, which showed the high percentages of 
pupils who are over age for the class attended. 

5.5 Primary School Pupil Flow Rates 

Repetition and dropout rates describe the flow of pupils through the system at the primary level. 
The repetition rates produced using 2003 Nigeria DHS survey education data indicate the percentage of 
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pupils who attended a particular class in 2002-2003, who again attended that same class in the 2003-2004 
school year. The dropout rates show the percentage of pupils in a class in 2002-2003 who no longer 
attended school in the 2003-2004 school year. Tables 5.5 and 5.6 present repetition and dropout rates by 
primary school class, according to pupils’ background characteristics.   

 Repetition rates 

In Nigeria, very few primary school pupils repeat classes. The highest repetition rate is in primary 
1, with 4 percent of pupils repeating (see Table 5.5). Repetition rates in the remaining classes range from 
just 2 to 3 percent. There is no clear pattern of gender differences in repetition rates (see Figure 5.8), nor 
is there a clear pattern by urban-rural residence (see Figure 5.9). 

 Table 5.5  Repetition rates by primary school class  

 
Repetition rates for the de jure household population age 5-24 years by primary school 
class, according to background characteristics, Nigeria DHS 2003   

 Primary school class  

 

 
Background 
characteristic 1 2 3 4 5 6  

 Sex        
   Male  3.8 2.8 1.7 1.6 2.9 2.4 
   Female  4.0 1.8 3.5 1.9 1.8 1.9 
            
 Residence        
   Urban  4.5 0.9 1.7 2.3 4.4 2.9 
   Rural  3.5 3.2 3.0 1.4 1.2 1.5 
            
 Region        
   North Central  2.4 1.1 2.2 0.0 2.1 0.0 
   North East  1.1 0.7 1.1 0.0 0.0 4.0 
   North West  6.1 4.2 5.6 1.3 5.7 (5.9) 
   South East  0.8 6.9 2.0 1.3 2.0 3.1 
   South South  6.6 0.0 1.6 2.2 1.1 1.1 
   South West  2.4 3.3 0.9 5.1 3.5 2.2 
           
 Total  3.9 2.4 2.5 1.7 2.4 2.1 

 

Note: The repetition rate, by class, is the percentage of pupils in a class in a given 
school year who attend that same class in the following year. Parentheses indicate that 
a figure is based on between 25 and 49 unweighted cases. 

 

 Dropout rates 

With the exception of primary 6, the dropout rate is low, ranging from 0 to 1 percent in primary 1 
through 5 (see Table 5.6). In primary 6, 17 percent of the pupils attending the class in 2002-2003 dropped 
out of school before the 2003-2004 school year. It should be noted, however, that “dropout” is perhaps 
not the most accurate term for school leaving at the end of the primary school cycle, as some pupils 
leaving school likely would stay in school if offered a place at secondary school. Dropout that occurs 
because of a shortage in the supply of schooling is often referred to as “push-out.”  
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 Table 5.6  Dropout rates by primary school class  

 
Dropout rates for the de jure household population age 5-24 years by primary school class, 
according to background characteristics, Nigeria DHS 2003   

 Primary school class  

 

 
Background 
characteristic 1 2 3 4 5 6  

 Sex        
   Male  0.0 0.4 0.8 0.0 2.0 15.8 
   Female  0.1 0.3 0.9 3.3 0.1 17.9 
           
 Residence       
   Urban  0.0 0.2 0.6 0.3 0.3 7.0 
   Rural  0.1 0.4 1.1 2.1 1.6 23.7 
           
 Region       
   North Central  0.0 0.3 1.0 1.1 0.0 24.9 
   North East  0.0 0.4 0.3 0.0 0.0 14.2 
   North West  0.0 0.6 0.4 0.0 2.3 (26.8) 
   South East  0.0 0.4 0.0 0.7 0.6 4.0 
   South South  0.2 0.0 2.5 4.3 2.5 21.3 
   South West  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.4 
           
 Total  0.0 0.3 0.9 1.4 1.1 16.9 

 

Note: The dropout rate, by class, is the percentage of pupils in a class in a given school year 
who do not attend school in the following year. Parentheses indicate that a figure is based 
on between 26 and 49 unweighted cases. 

 

There are no clear patterns of gender differences in dropout rates (see Figure 5.10). With the 
exception of primary 6, the same can be said for urban-rural differences. In primary 6, however, just 7 
percent of pupils in urban areas dropped out, while an astonishing 24 percent of pupils in rural areas 
dropped out (see Figure 5.11). With secondary schooling being far more accessible in urban than in rural 
areas, these data lend support to the push-out theory, suggesting that one of the factors in pupils not 
making the transition to secondary school is related to access.  
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Figure 5.8
Primary Repetition Rate, by Class and Sex
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Figure 5.9
Primary Repetition Rate, by Class and Residence
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Figure 5.10
Primary Dropout Rate, by Class and Sex
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Figure 5.11
Primary Dropout Rate, by Class and Residence
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5.6 Formal Academic Schooling and Religious Education among Muslim Youth 

The 2004 NDES collected information about both formal academic schooling among all youth 
age 4-16 (as discussed earlier in this chapter), and religious education among Muslim youth age 4-16. 
Parent/guardians of Muslim youth were asked whether their children were attending “a school that 
teaches the Qur’an, but does not teach academic subjects like mathematics or English.” Hereafter, this 
type of religious education is referred to as Qur’anic schooling. Table 5.7 presents information on 
participation in formal academic schooling, in Qur’anic schooling, in both, and in neither type of school, 
among Muslim youth age 4-16.  

 Table 5.7  Formal academic schooling and religious education among Muslim youth  

 
Percentage of Muslim youth age 4-16 who attend formal academic schools, Qur'anic schools, 
both, or neither type of school, by background characteristics, NDES 2004   

  Types of schools currently attending    

 
Background 
characteristic 

Formal 
academic
schools 

Qur'anic 
schools 

Both 
academic 

and 
Qur'anic 
schools 

Neither type 
of school 

Number 
 of youth  

 Sex        
 Male  63.1  78.5  50.0  8.4  2,820  
 Female  47.5  76.7  37.1  12.9  2,530  
             
 Residence       
 Urban  73.1  78.4  56.6  5.1  1,837  
 Rural  46.7  77.2  37.2  13.3  3,513  
             
 Region       
 North Central  78.9  74.6  59.6  6.1  545  
 North East  45.2  63.1  28.8  20.5  1,693  
 North West  51.5  90.3  47.7  5.9  2,665  
 South East  * * * * 0  
 South South  * * * * 21  
 South West  93.2  62.1  60.2  4.9  426  
             
 Economic status quintile       
 Lowest  25.9  69.8  19.1  23.4  1,222  
 Second  44.9  81.6  36.8  10.4  1,258  
 Middle  57.1  83.0  47.5  7.4  1,179  
 Fourth 79.9  77.6  61.5  4.1  1,141  
 Highest 93.9  74.7  70.8  2.3  550  
             
 Total 55.7 77.6 43.9 10.5 5,350 

 Note: An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has 
been suppressed. 

 

Among Muslim youth age 4-16, the vast majority attend either a formal academic school (at any 
level, from pre-primary through higher), a Qur’anic school, or both types of school, with just 11 percent 
attending neither type of school. Muslim youth are more likely to attend a Qur’anic school (78 percent) 
than a formal academic school (56 percent). Forty-four percent of Muslim youth attend both a formal 
academic school and a Qur’anic school.  
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There are notable gender differences in participation in formal academic schooling. While 63 
percent of male Muslim youth age 4-16 participate in formal academic schooling, 48 percent of female 
Muslim youth do so. Male and female youth are roughly equally likely to attend a Qur’anic school, but 
male youth are more likely than females to attend both types of school (50 percent versus 37 percent).  

Urban-rural disparities in participation in formal academic schooling are also evident. In urban 
areas, just 5 percent of Muslim youth age 4-16 do not attend either type of school, compared with 13 
percent in rural areas. While 73 percent of youth in urban areas attend a formal academic school, only 47 
percent do so in rural areas. As is the case by gender, in urban and rural areas, the percentages of youth 
attending a Qur’anic school are comparable.  

Among the regions, there are substantial differences in school participation.3  In the North East, 
21 percent of Muslim youth age 4-16 do not attend either type of school, compared with just 6 percent in 
the North Central and North West regions and 5 percent in the South West. While 93 percent of Muslim 
youth in the South West attend a formal academic school, 79 percent in the North Central region, and just 
52 percent in the North West and 45 percent in the North East attend a formal academic school. Rates of 
participation in Qur’anic schooling are highest in the North West (90 percent), followed by the North 
Central (75 percent), the North East (63 percent), and South West (62 percent) regions. 

Variations in school participation by economic status are striking: while just 2 percent of Muslim 
youth in the highest quintile do not attend either type of school, 23 percent in the lowest quintile do not 
attend either type of school. The vast majority (94 percent) of the most advantaged youth attend formal 
academic schools, compared with 26 percent of the least advantaged youth. 

 

                                                 
3 Sample sizes in the South East and South South are inadequate to provide regional-level estimates. 
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