
HIV/AIDS Data from the 2005 Cambodia Demographic and Health Survey (2005 CDHS)
The 2005 Cambodia Demographic and Health Survey 
provides up-to-date information on the population 
and health situation in Cambodia. The 2005 CDHS is 
the second in a series of national demographic and 
health surveys conducted here.  The 2005 CDHS in-
cluded HIV testing of over 8,000 women and 6,500 
men.  Ninety-three percent of eligible respondents 
agreed to be tested for HIV.  The 2005 CDHS shows 
that 0.6 percent of Cambodians age 15-49 are HIV-
positive.

The percent of men and women who tested positive 
for HIV (i.e., HIV prevalence) is the same. HIV preva-
lence is about three times higher in urban areas than 
in rural areas for both men and women.  

For women, HIV prevalence is highest at age 25-29 
(1.3).  Men reach this same peak at age 35-39.  For 
both men and women, prevalence is also high among 
the 45-49 year olds.  

Among women, HIV prevalence decreases as educa-
tion increases.  The opposite pattern is seen among 
men: the more educated men are more likely to be 
HIV-positive than the uneducated men.  

For both men and women, HIV prevalence is high-
est among those who are widowed or divorced or 
separated.  Never-married men and women are least 
likely to be HIV-positive.  

HIV infection is most common among those living 
in the wealthiest households.  This relationship is 
especially strong among men.  Men in the wealthi-
est households are fi ve times as likely as those in the 
poorest households to be HIV-positive.

HIV prevalence for women who received antenatal 
care from a public health facility is 0.8.  Most women, 
however, did not receive antenatal care in the 3 years 
before the survey.  These women have an HIV preva-
lence of 0.5 percent.
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HIV prevalence data were obtained from testing dried blood 
spots from a fi ngerprick, voluntarily provided by women age 15-
49 and men age 15-49 who were interviewed in the 2005 CDHS.  
Of the 15,867 eligible respondents, 93% provided blood spots.  
Response rates were higher in rural than urban areas (94% vs. 
90%). Prevalence in this fact sheet refers to the overall observed 
percent of HIV-1 among men and women age 15-49.

HIV-positive men and women were far more likely 
than HIV-negative men and women to have been 
tested for HIV at any time prior to the survey.  Still, 
more than half of HIV-positive men and women do 
not know their HIV status.

The large majority of Cambodians know the three 
major ways to reduce the risk of getting HIV/AIDS.  
Men are slightly more knowledgeable than women.

For additional information on the results of the 2005 
Cambodia Demographic and Health Survey, please 
contact:

In Cambodia:
NIS, MOP
386, Monivong Blvd
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Tel. (855) 23 213 650
Fax (855) 23 213 650
email: hdarith@nis.gov.kh

In USA:
MEASURE DHS
Macro International
11785 Beltsville Drive
Calverton, MD 20705 USA
Telephone: 301-572-0200
Fax: 301-572-0999
www.measuredhs.com

NIPH, MOH
02, Kim Il Sung Blvd
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Tel. (855) 23 880 345
Fax (855) 23 880 346
email: usa@camnet.com.kh

The 2005 CDHS was conducted by the National In-
stitute of Public Health (Ministry of Health) and the 
National Institute of Statistics (Ministry of Planning). 
Macro International provided technical assistance in 
the design,  implementation and analysis of the sur-
vey with funding from the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID).  Funding was also pro-
vided by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) (under 
the Health Sector Support Project HSSP, using a grant 
from the United Kingdom, DFID), UNFPA, UNICEF, and 
the Centers for Disease Control/Global AIDS Program 
(CDC/GAP).


