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1  How to Use This Report

This report documents the contents of questionnaires
used in 27 surveys conducted under Phase I of the
Demographic and Health Surveys Program. The
report consists of a collection of tables containing
information on the inclusion and wording of
questions and their deviations from the Model "A"
and Model "B" (or core) questionnaires. The tables
are intended to be useful to those carrying out
analyses, especially comparative analyses, of DHS
data files. A description of each set of tables is
provided below.

It is important for users of this report to be aware,
however, that while the tables shown here provide
information on the contents of the questionnaires
used in the surveys, there is no substitute for
examining the questionnaires themselves. Country-
specific questionnaires can be found in the final
report of each survey.

QUESTIONNAIRE SECTIONS

Table 1 presents a comparison between the sections
used in the core questionnaire and the sections used
in the individual country questionnaire. This
information is provided so that data users will know
where to look in country questionnaires for questions
on a particular broad topic. In addition, the table
includes a list of country-specific sections.

HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE

Table 2 shows the information collected in the
household schedule in each individual country
survey. Question titles are listed in capital letters if
the information is obtained as specified in the core
questionnaire. Country-specific questions are
marked with an asterisk.

INDIVIDUAL WOMAN’S QUESTIONNAIRE -
QUESTION NUMBERS

In Table 3, the first column summarizes the question
in a "Question Title." The next two columns show
the number of the question in the Model "A" or

Model "B" questionnaire. The number of the
corresponding question in each country survey
questionnaire is shown in the subsequent columns.
If a question was not included in a country
questionnaire, it is recorded as "---." This table
allows the analyst to determine quickly whether a
particular question was included in the questionnaire
for a specific country and where to look for it in the
questionnaire. Details of the content of specific
questions can be found in the next set of tables.

COMPARISON OF COUNTRY QUESTIONS
WITH MODEL QUESTIONS

A detailed assessment of the comparability of
questions included in each individual country
questionnaire with the questions in the model
questionnaires is provided in Tables 4.1-4.8. Each
table covers one section of the questionnaire, except
for Section 3, which requires two tables. As in the
previous table, these tables list the questions
according to title and question number in the Model
A and Model B questionnaires.

Three columns of information appear for each
country. The question number corresponding to the
core question is indicated under the column headed
"Neo.." If a question in the Model Questionnaire
was not included in the country questionnaire, it is
listed as "---."

In the next column under "Base" appears either an
"A" or a "B" signifying which core questionnaire’s
base the question is patterned after. "Base" indicates
the population of respondents to whom (or about
whom) the question was asked (e.g., All
respondents, Pregnant respondents, respondents
who are Current Users, etc.) as determined by the
skips and filters. If the base of the country question
differs from the core question base, the base will be
noted in this column by a single letter or a
combination of letters. The key to these letters is
found at the bottom of the table.

The last column under each country contains
information about the wording of the question in
comparison to the core question’s wording. The
predominant entry of "S" means the wording is the



Same in the country questionnaire as in the Model
Questionnaire. A "C" will appear in this column to
signify that the wording of the question is
Comparable to the core question. Other differences
that actually change the information obtained are
designated by an "F," "R," or by a number. An
"F" indicates the question addresses the same issue
as the core question, but is structured differently.
An "R" signifies the question is the same as the
core, but different or country-specific response codes
are available. A number listed under this heading
will be explained in a footnote.

COUNTRY SPECIFIC QUESTIONS

In Table 5, country specific questions - questions not
included in the core questionnaires - are listed.
Many country questionnaires contain groups of
questions on particular subjects (ORT use and
preparation, AIDS, pill packaging, etc.). These
groupings have been listed under general headings in
this table and placed in alphabetical order. The
purpose of this table is the identification of areas of
particular interest in various countries. It is not as
in-depth as the tables comparing the country
questionnaires to the core questionnaires in that it
does not specify population bases or wording. Only
a brief description of the question is found under the
"Question Title" heading. This table will, however,
provide the analyst with a means of identifying
which datasets contain information on specific topics
not included in the core questionnaires.

CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS

Knowledge and use of contraceptive methods is
assessed in the DHS Model Questionnaires.
Questions are asked about a standard set of
contraceptive methods. In some countries, however,
the standard set was expanded to reflect the use of
other methods. Table 6 documents the list of
methods about which questions were asked in each
country questionnaire.

VACCINATIONS

In Section 4 of the Model Questionnaires for DHS-I,
information is collected on whether or not children

have been vaccinated against six childhood diseases:
tuberculosis, diptheria, pertussis, tetanus, polio, and
measles. These vaccinations are generally given in a
series of injections: BCG (tuberculosis), DPT 1, DPT 2,
DPT 3 (diptheria, pertussis, tetanus), Polio 1, Polio 2,
Polio 3, and measles. In some countries, the
recommended series of injections is modified. The
questionnaires for these countries were altered
accordingly and these modifications are documented in
Table 7.

List of Country Abbreviations

Sub-Saharan Africa
BT Botswana

BU Burundi
GH  Ghana
KE Kenya

LB Liberia
ML  Mali

0S Ondo State, Nigeria
SN Senegal
TG Togo

UG  Uganda
ZW  Zimbabwe
North Africa

EG  Egypt
MA  Morocco
SD Sudan

TN Tunisia
Asia

ID Indonesia
LK Sri Lanka

TH Thailand

Latin America/Caribbean
BO Bolivia

BR Brazil

CO  Colombia
DR  Dominican Republic

EC Ecuador
GU Guatemala
MX  Mexico
PE Peru

TT Trinidad and Tobago
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