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For decades,  the three largest global household survey programs – the Demographic Demographic Demographic Demographic 

and Health Surveysand Health Surveysand Health Surveysand Health Surveys (DHS),  the Multiple Indicator Cluster SurveysMultiple Indicator Cluster SurveysMultiple Indicator Cluster SurveysMultiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS),  and the L iving L iving L iving L iving 

Standards Standards Standards Standards Measurement StudyMeasurement StudyMeasurement StudyMeasurement Study (LSMS) (supported by USAID,  UNICEF,  and the Wor ld 

Bank,  respect ively)  – have played a cr it ica l  ro le in support ing countr ies to generate 

high-qual ity  data for tracking progress towards both global and national targets,  and 

for formulat ing effect ive pol ic ies  and programs to improve l ives around the world.  As 

the post-2015 agenda comes into focus,  i t  is  c lear that these three programs wi l l  

continue to serve as essential  data sources as wel l  as  platforms for build ing survey 

capacity  and fostering sustainabi l i ty  in host countr ies:  key components towards 

achieving the Sustainable Development Goals  and an equitable Data Revolut ion.  

In recognit ion of  the increas ing demand for high-qual ity  household-level survey data 

as part of  the broader global data agenda,  managers of  the DHS,  MICS and LSMS 

programs met to d iscuss avenues of  co l laborat ion in the post-2015 era,  agree on a 

structured process to faci l i tate ongoing col laboration,  and explo it  potential  synergies 

across programs.  

Build ing on the long-standing col laborat ion between the DHS and MICS programs,  

particular ly  on harmoniz ing survey tools  and analytica l  models,  the three programs 

agreed to establish a Col laborat ive Group aimed at  enhancing the relevance of  

household surveys for monitor ing broad measures of  progress and for policy.  The 

Col laborat ive Group wil l  meet regular ly ,  in person or v irtual ly ,  to 1)  share information 

on the schedul ing of  surveys at the country level,  2)  foster further harmonizat ion of  

survey tools ,  and 3)  work together on new methodological  advances in household 

surveys.  The goal of  the partnership is  to increase the frequency,  qual ity,  and 

relevance of  household survey data around the wor ld by better serving countr ies in 

meeting their  domestic and internat ional data demands through improved 

comparabil ity  and integrat ion across surveys ,  enhanced survey methods and 

techniques,  and greater coordination on survey t iming and scheduling.   
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