Handout 3.3

International Indicators Measured through DHS Surveys
During the last decade there has been an increased effort to track progress in the areas of health and sustainable development in the less developed regions of the world. A number of international agencies and organizations have created indicators to aid in this process.  
The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were derived from agreements made at the major international conferences and world summits of the 1990s, including the International Conference on Population and Development (Cairo, 1994) and the Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995). These three development platforms converge in their affirmation of women's human rights and the recognition that solving the world's most pressing problems demands the full participation and empowerment of women. This point was reaffirmed by the expert report from the UN Millennium Project.

In many final reports, the DHS publishes selected summary indicators that correspond to internationally determined indicators. While DHS collects data that is useful in tracking these indicators, the DHS does not develop the indicators themselves. The tables below list international indicators that can be tracked using DHS data; they have been developed by the following agencies and programs: 

· Millennium Development Goal Indicators (MDG)

· UNICEF World Fit for Children Indicators (WFfC)

· Presidents’ Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR)

· United Nations General Assembly Special Session (UNGASS)

· Joint United Nations AIDS Program (UNAIDS)

· Youth Guide
· Presidents’ Malaria Initiative (PMI)

· Roll Back Malaria Partnership (RBM)

· UNESCO

· WHO Indicators for assessing infant and young child feeding practices (IYCF)

	Millennium Development Goal (MDG) Indicators in the DHS

	Goal
	Indicator

	
	

	1. Eradicate extreme poverty

    and hunger
	4.  Prevalence of underweight children under age five

	
	

	2. Achieve universal primary

    education 
	6.  Net enrollment ratio in primary education 

	
	7. Percentage of pupils starting grade 1 who reach grade 5

	
	7b. Primary completion rate

	
	8. Literacy rate of 15-24 year-olds

	
	

	3. Promote gender equality      and empower women
	9. Ratio of girls to boys in primary, secondary, and tertiary education 

	
	

	
	10. Ratio of literate women to men, age 15-24

	
	11. Share of women in wage employment in the non-agricultural sector 

	
	

	
	

	4. Reduce child mortality
	13. Under-five mortality rate 

	
	14. Infant mortality rate

	
	15. Percentage of one-year-old children immunized against measles 

	
	

	5. Improve maternal health
	16. Maternal mortality ratio

	
	17. Percentage of births attended by skilled health personnel

	
	

	6. Combat HIV/AIDS,      malaria, and other diseases
	19. Percentage of current contraceptive users who are using condoms

	
	19a. Condom use at last high-risk sex

	
	19b. Percentage of population age 15-24 with comprehensive, correct knowledge of HIV/AIDS

	
	19c. Contraceptive prevalence rate

	
	20. Ratio of school attendance of orphans to school attendance of non-orphans age 10-14

	
	22. Percentage of population in malaria-risk areas using effective malaria prevention and treatment measures 

	
	22a. Percentage of children under five sleeping under ITN

	
	22b. Percentage of children under five who are appropriately treated

	
	

	7. Ensure environmental   sustainability
	29. Percentage of population using solid fuels

	    
	30. Percentage of population with sustainable access to an improved water source (urban and rural)

	
	31. Percentage of population with access to improved sanitation (urban and rural)

	
	32. Percentage of households with access to secure tenure


	UNICEF World Fit for Children Indicators in the DHS

	Indicator
	Definition

	Mortality

1. Under-five mortality rate

2. Infant mortality rate


	1. Probability of dying by exact age 5 years (5 years preceding the survey)

2. Probability of dying by exact age 1 year  (5 years preceding the survey)

	Environment

11. Use of improved drinking water sources 

12. Use of improved sanitation facilities

13. Water treatment 

14. Disposal of child’s feces

24. Solid fuels


	11. Percent of household members living in households using improved sources of drinking water 

12. Percent of household members using improved sanitation facilities 

13. Percent of household members using drinking water that has been treated 

14. Percent of youngest child less than 5 years of age whose last stool was disposed of safely 

24. Percent of population residing in households that use solid fuels (wood, charcoal, crop residues and dung) as the primary source of domestic energy to cook



	Education and Literacy

55.  Net primary school attendance rate

56.  Net secondary school attendance rate

60. Adult literacy rate

61. Gender Parity Index for  primary education;

      Gender Parity Index for  secondary education 

62. Birth registration


	55. Percent of children of primary-school age currently attending primary or secondary school

56. Percent of children of secondary-school age currently attending secondary or tertiary school

60. Percent of women age 15-24 who are able to read a short simple statement about everyday life

61. Ratio of net proportion of girls in primary school to boys in primary school;

      Ratio of net proportion of girls in secondary school to boys in secondary school 

62. Percent of children age 0-59 months whose births are reported as registered with civil authorities



	Marriage

67.  Marriage before age 15

       Marriage before age 18

68. Women currently married or in union

69. Spousal age difference among women 15-19

      Spousal age difference among women 20-24

70. Polygyny


	67. Percent of women age 15-49 who were first married or in union by exact age 15; Percent of women age 20-49 who were first married or in union by exact age 18

68. Percent of women age 15-19 currently married or in union

69. Percent of married women age 15-19 who are10 or more years younger than their current spouse; Percent of married women age 20-24 who are 10 or more years younger than their current spouse

70. Percent of women age 15-49 in a polygynous union



	Reproductive health

4. Skilled attendant at delivery 

5. Institutional deliveries

20. Antenatal care

44.  Content of antenatal care

21. Contraceptive prevalence


	4. Percent of births in the 2 years preceding the survey attended by health personnel

5. Percent of births in the 2 years preceding the survey delivered in a health facility

20. Percent of mothers 15-49 who received antenatal care from health personnel
44. Percent of women who received all four antenatal care interventions
21. Percent of currently married or in union women age 15-49 who are using (or whose partner is using) a contraceptive method (modern or traditional method)




	UNICEF World Fit for Children Indicators in the DHS, continued

	Indicator
	Definition

	Breastfeeding and child nutrition

45. Timely initiation of breastfeeding

15. Exclusive breastfeeding rate 

16. Continued breastfeeding rate

17. Timely complementary feeding rate

18. Frequency of complementary feeding

19. Adequately fed infants

6. Children underweight

7. Children stunted

8. Children wasted

9. Low birth weight infants

10. Infants weighed at birth


	45. Percent of births that were put to the breast within one hour of birth
15. Percent of infants less than 6 months of age who are exclusively breastfed

16. Percent of children age 12-15 months currently breastfeeding

      Percent of children age 20-23 months currently breastfeeding 

17. Percent of infants age 6-9 months who are breastfed and receive solid or semi-solid foods

18. Percent of infants age 6-11 months who are breast fed and receive solid or semi-solid foods at least the minimum recommended number of times per day (2 times a day for 6-8 month olds, 3 times a day for 9-11 month olds)

 19. Percent of infants 0-11 months who are appropriately fed: infants 0-5 months exclusively breastfed and infants 6-11 months who are breastfed and received solid or  semi-solid foods the appropriate number of times (see indicator 18) yesterday 

6. Percent  of children less than 5 years of age moderately or severely underweight 

7. Percent  of children less than 5 years of age  moderately or severely stunted 

8. Percent  of children less than 5 years of age moderately or severely wasted 

9. Percent of births in the 2 years preceding the survey at low birth weight

10. Percent of births in the 2 years preceding the survey who were weighed at birth

	Vaccinations & vitamin supplementation

25. Tuberculosis immunization coverage

26. Polio immunization coverage

27. DPT immunization coverage

28. Measles immunization coverage

29. Hepatitis B immunization coverage

31. Fully immunized children

32. Neonatal  tetanus protection

41. Iodized salt consumption

42. Vitamin A supplement

43. Vitamin A supplement (postpartum mothers)


	25. Percent of children age 12-23 months receiving BCG vaccine before 12 months of age 

26. Percent of children age 12-23-months receiving OPV3 vaccine before 12 months of age

27. Percent of children age 12-23 months receiving DPT3 vaccine before 12 months of age 

28. Percent of children age 12-23[35] months receiving measles vaccine before 12 months of age 

29. Percent of children age 12-23 months immunized against hepatitis before 12 months of age 

31. Percent of children age 12-23 months receiving all four vaccinations before 12 months of age

32. Percent of children age 0-11 months protected against neonatal tetanus through immunization of their  mothers with two or more doses of TT within an appropriate interval prior to infant’s birth5

41. Percent of households with salt testing at least 15 parts per million of iodine or iodate

42. Percent of children age 6-59 months receiving at least one high dose vitamin A supplement during the 6 months preceding the survey

43. Percent of women who received a high dose vitamin A supplement within 8 weeks after birth



	UNICEF World Fit for Children Indicators in the DHS, continued

	Indicator
	Definition

	Child health care

22. Antibiotic treatment of suspected pneumonia

23. Care seeking for suspected pneumonia

33. ORT use

34. Home management of diarrhea

35. Received ORT or increased fluids, and continued feeding
	22. Percent of children age 0-59 months with suspected pneumonia in the previous 2 weeks receiving antibiotics

 23. Percent of children age 0-59 months with suspected pneumonia in the previous 2 weeks, taken to an appropriate health provider

 33. Percent of children age 0-59 months with diarrhea in the previous 2 weeks who were given oral rehydration salts (from a packet or pre-package solution) or an appropriate homemade solution (ORT)

 34. Percent of children age 0-59 months with diarrhea in the previous 2 weeks who were given  more fluids than usual AND who continued feeding 

35. Percent of children age 0-59 months with diarrhea who were given [ORT or  more fluids than usual] AND who continued feeding

	Malaria

36. Insecticide treated bed nets (ITNs)

37. Under fives sleeping under an  ITN bed net

38. Under fives sleeping under any bed net

39. Antimalarial treatment (under fives)

40. Intermittent preventive malaria treatment (pregnant women
	36. Percent of households with at least one mosquito net; permanently treated or treated within 1 year

37. Percent of children age 0-59 months who slept under an ITN bed net the previous night 

38. Percent of children age 0-59 months who slept under a bed net the previous night

39. Percent of children age 0-59 months reported to have fever in the previous 2 weeks who were treated with an appropriate anti-malarial within 24 hours of fever onset

 40. Percent of women receiving appropriate intermittent medication to prevent malaria (defined as at least 2 doses of SP/Fansidar) during the last pregnancy leading to a live birth within the 2 years preceding the survey



	Youth sexual practices 

82. Comprehensive knowledge about HIV prevention

83. Condom use with non-regular partners 

84.  Age at first sex 

85.  Higher risk sex in the last year 

92.  Age-mixing among sexual partners


	82. Percent of women age 15-24 who correctly identify 2 ways of avoiding HIV infection and reject 3 common misconceptions about HIV/AIDS

83. Percent of women age 15-24 reporting the use of a condom during sexual intercourse with their last non-marital, non-cohabiting sex partner in the previous 12 months 

84. Percent of women age 15-24 who had sex before exact age 15

85. Percent of sexually active women age 15-24 who had sex with a non-marital, non-cohabitating partner in the previous 12 months

92. Percent of women age 15-24 who had sex in the past 12 months with a partner who was 10 or more years older than themselves



	HIV/AIDS 

86. Attitudes toward people with HIV/AIDS

87. Knowledge of  where to be tested for HIV

88. Women who have been tested for HIV

89. Knowledge of vertical  MTC transmission

90. PMTCT counseling coverage

91. PMTCT testing coverage


	86. Percent of women age 15-49 expressing discriminatory attitudes towards people with HIV/AIDS

87. Percent of women age 15-49 who state knowledge of a place to be tested for HIV 

88. Percent of women age 15-49 who report being tested for HIV 

89. Percent of women age 15-49 who correctly identify all 3 means of vertical  MTC transmission of HIV

90. Percent of women age 15-49 who gave birth in the 24 months preceding the survey reporting that they attended ANC and received counseling on HIV/AIDS

91. Percent of women age 15-49 that gave birth in the previous 24 months who reported that they attended  an ANC clinic and received the results of an HIV test


International HIV/AIDS Indicators in the DHS
	President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR)

	Essential Indicators

	P8.8.N Percentage of young women and men aged 15–24 who both correctly identify ways of preventing the

sexual transmission of HIV and who reject major misconceptions about HIV transmission

	P8.9.N Percent of never married young men and women aged 15–24 who have never had sex

	P8.10.N Percentage of young women and men aged 15-24 who have had sexual intercourse before the age of

15

	P8.11.N Percentage of women and men aged 15–49 who have had sexual intercourse with more than one

partner in the last 12 months

	P8.12.N Percent of women and men aged 15–49 who have had more than one sexual partner in the last 12

months reporting the use of a condom their last sexual intercourse

	P8.19.N Percentage of young people aged 15-24 who report they could get condoms on their own

	P8.22.N STIGMA: Percentage of the general population with accepting attitudes toward persons living with

HIV/AIDS

	P9.3.N Percent of men aged 15-49 reporting sex with a sex worker in the last 12 months who used a

condom during last paid intercourse

	P11.2.N Percentage of women and men age 15-49 who received an HIV test in the last 12 months and who

know their results

	Recommended Indicators

	P3.4.N Average number of medical injections per person per year

	P3.5.N Proportion of women and men age 15-49 reporting that the last health care injection was given with a syringe and needle set from a new, unopened package

	P8.16.N Sexually active in last year: Percentage of young never married people (age 15-24) who have had sex in the last 12 months

	P8.17.N Percentage of youth who have ever had sexual intercourse

	P8.18.N Percentage of young people (aged 15-24) who used a condom the first time they ever had sex, of those who have ever had sex, disaggregated by age group (15-19, 20-24) and gender

	P8.20.N Condom use at last premarital sex, last sex: Percentage of young never married people (aged 15-24) who used a condom at last sex, of all young single sexually active people surveyed

	P8.21.N Percentage of adults who are in favour of young people being educated about the use of condoms in order to prevent HIV/AIDS

	

	UNGASS

	National Programmes

	Indicator 7. Percentage of women and men aged 15-49 who received an HIV test in the last 12 months and who know their results

	Indicator 10. Percentage of orphaned and vulnerable children aged 0–17 whose households received free basic external support in caring for the child

	Knowledge and Behavior

	Indicator 12. Current school attendance among orphans and among non-orphans aged 10–14

	Indicator 13. Percentage of young women and men aged 15–24 who both correctly identify ways of preventing the sexual transmission of HIV and who reject major misconceptions about HIV transmission

	Indicator 15. Percentage of young women and men aged 15–24 who have had sexual intercourse before the age of 15

	Indicator 16. Percentage of women and men aged 15–49 who have had sexual intercourse with more than one partner in the last 12 months

	Indicator 17. Percentage of women and men aged 15–49 who had more than one sexual partner in the past 12 months reporting the use of a condom during their last sexual intercourse”


International HIV/AIDS Indicators in the DHS, continued
	UNAIDS

	Stigma and Discrimination

	Indicator 1. Accepting attitudes toward those living with HIV

	Knowledge

	Indicator 1. Knowledge of HIV prevention methods

	Indicator 2. No incorrect beliefs about AIDS

	Indicator 5. Knowledge of prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV

	Voluntary Counseling and Testing

	Indicator 1. Population requesting an HIV test, receiving a test, and receiving test results

	Mother-to-Child Transmission

	Indicator 1. Pregnant women counseled and tested for HIV

	Sexual Negotiation and Attitudes

	Indicator 1. Women’s ability to negotiate safe sex with husband

	Sexual Behavior

	Indicator 1. Higher risk sex in the last year

	Indicator 2. Condom use at higher risk sex

	Indicator 3. Commercial sex in last year

	Indicator 4. Condom use at last commercial sex

	Young People's Sexual Behavior

	Indicator 1. Median age at first sex among young men and women

	Indicator 2. Young people having premarital sex in last year

	Indicator 3. Young people using a condom during premarital sex

	Indicator 4. Young people having multiple partners in last year

	Indicator 5. Young people using a condom at last higher-risk sex

	Indicator 6. Condom use at first sex”

	Indicator 7. Age-mixing in sexual relationships

	STI Care and Prevention

	Indicator 4. Men and women seeking treatment for STIs


	Youth Guide

	Risk Factors and Protective Factors

	Indicator 9. Knowledge of HIV prevention among young people

	Indicator 10. Knowledge of a formal source of condoms among young people

	Determinants

	Indicator 15. Adult support of education about condom for prevention of HIV/AIDS among young people

	Behavioral

	Indicator 16. Sex before the age of 15

	Indicator 17. Condom use among young people who had higher-risk sex in the past year

	Indicator 20. Age-mixing in sexual partnerships among young women

	Indicator 21. Sex with commercial sex worker among young men

	Indicator 22. Sex among young people while intoxicated

	Indicator 23. HIV Testing behavior among young people

	Impact

	Indicator 30. Young people who have an STI


International Malaria Indicators in the DHS: 

President’s Malaria Initiative and Roll Back Malaria Partnership

	Indicator
	President’s Malaria Initiative (PMI)
	Roll Back Malaria Partnership (RBM)

	Impact

	All-cause under-five mortality rate
	Impact 1
	Indicator 9

	Proportion of children 6-59 months old with moderate or severe anemia (<8g/dL)
	Impact 4
	Indicator 11

	Proportion of children 6-59 months with malaria infection
	Impact 5
	Indicator 10

	Outcome

	Proportion of households with at least one ITN
	Outcome 1
	Indicator 1

	
	Outcome 2. Proportion of households with a pregnant woman or children under 5 with at least one ITN
	

	Proportion of population of all ages who slept under an ITN the previous night
	Outcome 3
	Supplemental ITN Indicator

	Proportion of children under five years old who slept under an ITN the previous night
	Outcome 4
	Indicator 2

	Proportion of pregnant women who slept under an ITN the previous night
	Outcome 5
	Indicator 7

	
	Outcome 6. Proportion of household which received spraying through an IRS campaign within the last 12 months
	

	
	Outcome 8. Proportion of children under 5 who slept under an ITN the previous night or in a house sprayed with IRS in the last 12 months
	

	
	Outcome 9. Proportion of pregnant women who slept under an ITN the previous night or in a house sprayed with IRS in the last 12 months
	

	Proportion of households with at least one ITN and/or sprayed by IRS in the last 12 months
	Outcome 10
	Indicator 3

	Proportion of women who received intermittent preventive treatment during ANC visits during their last pregnancy
	Outcome 11
	Indicator 8

	
	Outcome 12. Proportion of children under 5 with fever in the last two weeks who received treatment with ACTs within 24 hours of onset of fever
	

	Proportion of children under 5 with fever in the last two weeks who received treatment with an antimalarial according to national policy within 24 hours of onset of fever
	Outcome 13
	Indicator 5

	Proportion of children under 5 with fever in the last two weeks who received any antimalarial treatment
	Outcome 14
	Indicator 4

	Proportion of children under 5-years old with fever in the last 2 weeks who had a finger or heel stick
	Outcome 15
	Indicator 6


International Education Indicators in the DHS
	UNESCO

	Indicator
	Definition

	Adult literacy or illiteracy rate
	Percentage of population 15-49 who are able to read a short simple statement about everyday life

	Number of adult illiterates


	Percentage of population 15-49 who cannot read a short simple statement about everyday life

	Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER)* 
	Total enrolment in a specific level of education, regardless of age, expressed as a percentage of the eligible official school-age population corresponding to the same level of education in a given school year.

	Net Enrolment Rate (NER)* 
	Enrolment of the official age group for a given level of education expressed as a percentage of the corresponding population.

	Age Specific Enrolment Rate (ASER)* 
	Enrolment of a specific single age enrolled, irrespective of the level of education, as a percentage of the population of the same age.

	Repetition Rate by Grade (RR)


	Percentage of students in a given grade in the previous school year who are repeating that grade in the current school year.

	Dropout Rate by Grade (DR) 


	Percentage of students in a given grade in the previous school year who are not attending school.

	Gender Parity Index (GPI) 


	The ratio of primary and secondary school NAR (GAR)’s for females to the NAR (GAR)’s for males.

	*DHS surveys collect information on gross attendance ratio (GAR) and net attendance ratio (NAR)


	Indicators for Assessing Infant and 

Young Child Feeding Practices in the DHS

	Indicator
	Definition

	Core Indicators

	1. Early initiation of breastfeeding
	Proportion of children born in the last 24 months who were put to the breast within one hour of birth

	2. Exclusive breastfeeding under 6 months
	Proportion of infants 0-5 months of age who are fed exclusively with breast milk



	3. Continued breastfeeding at 1 year
	Proportion of children 12-15 months of age who are fed breast milk



	4. Introduction of solid, semi-solid or soft foods
	Proportion of infants 6-8 months of age who receive solid, semi-solid or soft foods

	5. Minimum dietary diversity

	Proportion of children 6-23 months of age who receive foods from 4 or more food

groups

	6. Minimum meal frequency*

	Proportion of breastfed and non-breastfed children 6-23 months of age who receive solid, semi-solid, or soft foods (but also including milk feeds for non-breastfed children) the minimum number of times or more.

	7. Minimum acceptable diet


	Proportion of children 6-23 months of age who receive a minimum acceptable diet (apart from breast milk).

	Optional Indicators

	9. Children ever breastfed
	Proportion of children born in the last 24 months who were ever breastfed

	10. Continued breastfeeding at 2 years
	Proportion of children 20-23 months of age who are fed breast milk

	11. Age-appropriate breastfeeding
	Proportion of children 0-23 months of age who are appropriately breastfed

	12. Predominant breastfeeding under 6 months
	Proportion of infants 0-5 months of age who are predominantly breastfed

	13. Duration of breastfeeding
	Median duration of breastfeeding among children less than 36 months of age

	14. Bottle feeding
	Proportion of children 0-23 months of age who are fed with a bottle

	15. Milk feeding frequency for non-breastfed children*
	Proportion of non-breastfed children 6-23 months of age who receive at least 2 milk feedings

	*These indicators are only collected in round six of DHS surveys 
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