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This report presents certain findings of the 2002 Jordan Population and Family Health
Survey (JPFHS) for Zarqa governorate. The survey was carried out by the
Department of Statistics (DOS). ORC Macro provided technical assistance and
U.S.A agency for International Development (USAID) provided financial support.

The main report on the complete findings of the 2002 JPFHS are presented in:
Department of Statistics [Jordan] and ORC Macro. 2003. Jordan Populations and
Family Health Survey 2002. Calverton, Maryland, U.S.A: Department of Statistics
and ORC Macro.
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1. Introduction

The 2002 Jordan Population and Family Health Survey (JPFHS) is a nationally
representative sample conducted by the Department of Statistics (DOS) during the
period July- September 2002. The survey sample was designed to obtain reliable
estimates for the survey major variables. The survey results are representative at the
national level, urban and rural, the three regions, and each of the three major
governorates: Amman, Zarqa, and Irbid. The sample is based on the frame provided
by the 1994 Population and Housing Census.

As in the previous Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) in Jordan, the main
objective of the JPFHS is to provide reliable estimates for a large variety of
demographic and family health indicators. These indicators will serve planners and
policy-makers to evaluate and improve existing programs. In addition the survey
includes a wealth of information that will be useful for researchers interested in
analyzing demographic trends in Jordan, as well as those conducting comparative and
regional studies.

The 2002 JPFHS is designed to collect data on ever-married women age 15-49,
where 7825 households and 6006 eligible women were interviewed in the survey.
The areas covered include demographic and socio-economic characteristics,
marriage, fertility, family planning, health care, breastfeeding, child care, fertility
preferences, nutritional status of children under five years of age, and knowledge of
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) and Sexually Transmitted Infections
(STIs).

The Content of the 2002 JPFHS was significantly expanded from the 1997 JPFHS
to include additional questions on women’s status, reproductive health, and family
planning. In addition, one third of women age 15-49 and children less than five years
of age were tested for anemia. |

The present report presents the data from the 2002 Jordan Population and Family
Health Survey (JPFHS) on the governorate of Zarqa. It should be noted that Zarqa
governorate is the third largest governorate in the Kingdom in terms of population,
where about 16 percent of Jordan’s population live in it. In addition, this
- governorate ranks second in attracting people, for it comprises Zarqa City (the
second largest city), where many main government institutions, economic,
commercial and service activities are located.



As regards the survey sample in Zarqa governorate, 1,056 households (13.5
percent of the total unweighted sample) were selected of which 1,053 households
were found. From these households, 1,047 were successfully interviewed (a response
rate of 99.4 percent). About 836 women were identified as being eligible to be
interviewed (ever-married women age 15-49), of whom 820 where interviewed (a
response rate of 98.1 percent). The overall response rate in Zarqa governorate was
97.5 percent, a little higher than that for entire Jordan (96.6 percent) (Table 1.1).

Table 1.1 Number of households, number of interviews, and
' response rates, 2002
Result Zarqa Jordan
Household interviews
Households selected 1056 7968
Households found 1053 7907
Households interviewed 1047 7825
Household response rate (%) 99.4 99.0
Individual Interviews
Eligible women 836 6151
Eligible women interviewed 820 6006
Eligible woman response rate (%) 98.1 97.6
Overall response rate (%) 97.5 96.6
Note: The overall response rate = (household response
rate) x (eligible woman response rate).




2. Household and Respondent’s Background Characteristics

2.1 Population by Age and Sex

Age data in Jordan in general, and in Zarqa governorate in particular have proven
to be highly accurate, whether in terms of reporting or avoidance of certain digits
ending in 0 or 5. The survey results showed that the population widely knows their
age by both month and year.

Data in Table 2.1 indicate that 40 percent of the population in Zarqa governorate
is under 15 years of age, compared with 39 percent for Jordan as a whole, indicating
high fertility levels during the last two decades. Also about half of the total females
are of reproductive age (age 15-49). Females equal males; the overall sex ratio is
100 males for every 100 females.

Table 2.1 Percent distribution of the household population by five-age
group, and sex, 2002
Zarqa Jordan
Age

Male Female Total Male  Female Total
04 14.1 14.4 14.3 13.1 12.7 12.9
5-9 15.4 12.9 14.1 14.2 13.8 14.0
10-14 10.9 115 11.2 12.5 11.9 122
15-19 11.9 11.2 11.5 11.6 11.5 11.6
20-24 9.8 9.7 9.7 10.3 9.8 10.1
25-29 8.0 8.8 8.4 8.1 8.2 8.2
30-34 7.9 8.1 8.0 6.7 7.7 72
35-39 53 5.3 5.3 5.6 5.7 5.6
40-44 43 4.1 4.2 4.1 4.2 4.1
45-49 2.6 2.7 2.7 3.1 3.2 3.2
50-54 22 2.8 25 2.3 29 2.6
55-59 23 29 2.6 2.7 2.4 25
60-64 2.1 2.1 2.1 22 22 22
65+ 3.3 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.9 3.8
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number 3252 3251 6503 22062 22350 44412

Note: Table is based on the de jure members’ usual residents.




2.2 Size and Head of Household

The figures in Table 2.2 show that large households are common in Zarqa. The
average househqld size is 5.4, which is less than that of Jordan as a whole (5.7
members).

Twenty-three percent of households in Zarqa and Jordan are of small size (1-3
persons). This indicates that Zarqa is an attractive place for job seekers who usually
live alone in this governorate. Nevertheless, large families are still common in
Jordan. Thirty—two percent of Zarga households are composed of seven or more
persons, i.e, above the national average family size. Female headed households
constitute 12 percent of total households in Zarqa indicating social, economic, and
psychological burdens born by women in managing household affairs.

Table 2.2 Percent distribution of households by sex of head of
household and household size, 2002

Characteristic Zarqa Jordan
Sex of head of household
Male 87.7 88.5
Female 12.3 11.5
Total 100.0 100.0
Number of usual members
1 38 4.4
2 9.4 89
3 9.8 9.8
4 14.1 12.5
5 17.3 153
6 13.6 14.0
7 12.2 11.7
8 8.1 8.6
9+ 11.7 14.8
Total 100.0 100.0
Number of households 1183 7825
Mean size of household 5.4 5.7

Note: Table is based on the de jure members’ usual residents.

2.3 Level of Education of Household Members

From the household questionnaire, information was collected on the educational
level of the population age six years and older. Table 2.3 shows that female
educational level in Zarqa is lower than that of males, 95 percent of males have some
education, while only 88 percent of females do. While 44 percent of males in Zarqa
have attended secondary school or higher, 42 percent of females have done so. In
general, education levels among males are lower in Zarqa than in the rest of the



country. However, slight sex variations in the mean number of schooling year in
Zarqa are noticed (8.4 years for males, compared to 8.1 years for females).

Table 2.3 Percent distribution of the household population age six and over by sex and highest level of

education attended, 2002
Highest level of education attended Median
Residence Total Number  Number of
No Elementary Prepar- Secondary  Higher years
education atary
Zarqa
Male 5.4 28.9 21.2 29.6 14.8 100.0 2680 84
Female 11.6 26.4 19.6 28.9 13.5 100.0 2713 8.1
Jordan .
Male 6.1 27.6 20.1 27.8 18.4 100.0 18571 8.6
Female 12.5 26.8 17.6 26.2 16.8 100.0 18979 8.0

Note: Table is based on the de jure members’ usual residents.

2.4 Housing Characteristics and Amenities

Data in Table 2.4 indicate that three quarters of housing units in Zarqa are
apartments. Dars, which are traditional homes that are built with an enclosed central
courtyard, form 25 percent of dwellings in Zarqa. Slightly more than half (53%) of
the housing units in Zarqa consist of two or three rooms, while 41 percent consists of
four or five rooms. As for sleeping rooms, less than quarter (23%) of units have one
sleeping room and about two-fifths have two rooms. When this proportion is
connected with the average household size (5.4 persons) one can expect some sort of
room crowdness, which may lead to unfavorable health conditions.

Virtually all households have electricity and use natural gas for cooking. Piped-in
water is widely available (91 percent), while 8 percent use bottled water for drinking.
In other words, almost all households (99 percent) use safe water for drinking and
other household uses. A large majority (90 percent) has their own flush toilet, and
four out of five households have access to the public sewage network, and this is
higher than that for Jordan as a whole (60 percent). Almost most dwellings in Zarqa
(93 percent) have floors made of ceramic of tile.




Figure 2.1 Available of main facilities in housing, 2002
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Table 2.4 Percent distribution of households by housing
characteristics, 2002

Housing characteristic Zarqa Jordan
Type of housing unit
Apartment 74.8 60.1
Dar 25.2 38.0
Villa 0.0 1.6
Other 0.0 0.2
Rooms in the house
1 2.6 33
2 19.0 14.9
3 34.4 322
4 28.5 274
5 12.8 16.6
6+ 2.7 5.6
Sleeping rooms
1 22.6 21.0
2 48.7 43.6
3 25.1 30.5
4+ 3.7 4.9
Electricity 99.7 99.5

Source of drinking water

Piped into dwelling 91.4 85.8
Rainwater 0.0 45
Tanker truck 0.6 1.7
Bottled water 7.9 7.6
Other 0.1 03
Type of Sanitation facility
Flush toilet ‘ 90.3 88.8
Traditional pit toilet 9.4 11.1
No facility 0.0 0.1
Public sewage 81.3 60.1
Flooring material
Tiles 92.7 874
Ceramic tiles 0.4 2.6
Cement 7.0 98
Earth/sand 0.0 0.2
Type of cooking fuel
LPG, natural gas 99.5 99.5
Other 0.5 0.5
Number of households 1183 7825




2.5 Availability of Durable Goods in the Household

Jordan, and Zarqa in particular, is a modern society. Data in Table 2.5 indicate
that most of the population enjoys the presence of electrical appliances. In Zarga , 97
percent of households own a television, 94 percent have a refrigerator, and 95
percent have a washing machine.

As further testament to development in Zarqa , 66 percent of households possess
a land-line or mobile phone (with 45 percent of households owning a mobile phone),
13 percent of households own a computer, and two percent have internet access. Of
further interest is the fact that more than quarter (27%) of households own a private
car, and one in five owns a solar heater. Overall, less than one half of one percent of
households in Zarqa owns none of the specified durable goods, compared to 1

percent for Jordan.
Table 2.5 Percentage of households possessing
durable consumer goods, 2002

Durable consumer goods Zarqa Jordan
Radio 78.4 79.7
Television 96.9 96.3
Telephone 42.0 54.4
Mobile phone 45.4 48.0
Phone or mobile 65.8 72.6
Refrigerator 94.4 93.2
Satellite 45.1 423
Washing machine 94.6 92.9
Solar heater 19.1 19.3
Computer 133 16.4
Internet access 20 5.0
Private car/pickup 273 38.0
None of the above 0.4 0.7
Number of households 1183 7825




Figure 2.2 Proportion of Available various durable consumer
goods in household, 2002
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2.6 Respondents Background Characteristics

The population of the governorate of Zarqa differs from that of Jordan as a whole
in several fundamental ways. These differences in respondents’ background
characteristics serve as a partial explanation of the differences in indicators between
Amman and the rest of Jordan.

Data in table 2.6 indicate that Zarqga is heavily urbanized; 96 percent of the
women of the Zarqa governorate reside in urban areas*. In comparison, only 80
percent of Jordanian women live in urban area.

The age distribution of the ever married women of Zarqa age 15-49 shows that 19
percent of respondents are under the age of 25, compared to 15 percent for all
Jordanian respondents. This is, in part, a consequence of the lower age at first
marriage and higher proportion currently married in Zarqa compared to all of Jordan.

* Urban is those localities with 5000 or more population as defined in the 1994 Population and

Housing Census of Jordan.



Table 2.6 Percent distribution of ever-married women by background characteristics, 2002
Background Zarqa Jordan
characteristic Weighted Number of Weighted Number of
women women
Age
15-19 3.5 33 2.6 158
20-24 15.3 146 12.1 728
25-29 218 208 19.6 1175
30-34 217 207 22,5 1354
35-39 15.9 152 17.8 1071
40-44 13.2 126 14.3 862
45-49 8.6 82 11.0 659
Marital status
Married 95.7 913 95.0 5706
Divorced 1.9 18 2.2 130
Widowed 24 22 2.8 170
Residence
Urban 95.7 913 79.9 4799
Rural 43 41 20.1 1207
Educational level attended
No education 2.4 23 6.0 363
Elementary 9.6 92 11.5 689
Preparatory 25.1 239 20.5 1231
Secondary 44.5 425 37.4 2247
Higher 18.4 . 175 24.6 1476
Median number of years 10.3 10.3
of schooling
Religion
Muslim 99.6 950 98.4 5912
Christian 04 4 1.6 94
Total 100.0 954 100.0 6006

2.7 Respondents Level of Education

Figures in Table 2.6 show that the females residents of Zarqa are also more
educated, on the whole, than the Jordanian female population. About 63 percent of
the respondents in Zarqa attended secondary education or higher; in Jordan, 62
percent of women have this level of education. About two percent of women in
Zarqa have no formal schooling, compared to six percent of all Jordanian women.

There are no variations in the median number of years of education among ever
married women in Zarqa compared to Jordanian women (10.3 years each) .

10



Figure 2.3 Respondents educational level, 2002
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2.8 Exposure to Jordanian Mass Media

Table 2.7 shows that in Zarqa, 29 percent of women read a newspaper, 75 percent
watch television and 41 percent listen to the radio at least once a week. While 13
percent of women in Zarqa are exposed to all three of these forms of media at least
once a week, about 15 percent of women in Zarqa is not exposed to any of these
forms of media. By comparison, in Jordan, 17 percent of women are exposed to all
three forms of media at least once a week, while 10 percent are not exposed to any

media.
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Table 2.7 Percentage of ever-married women by exposure to Jordanian
mass media at least once a week, 2002

Exposure to mass media Zarqa Jordan
Reads a Jordanian newspaper 29.3 36.2
Watches Jordanian television 75.1 81.1
Listens to Jordanian radio 41.3 43.6
All three media 132 17.3
No mass media 14.7 9.8
Number of women 954 6006

2.9 Employment Status and Occupation

In Zarqa, as well as in Jordan very high proportion of women are not working nor
were they employed in the seven days preceding the survey ( 95 and 90 percent
respectively).

Table 2.8 Percent distribution of ever-married
women by employment status, 2002
Employment status Zarqa Jordan
Employed 4.6 9.7
Not employed 95.4 90.3
Total 100.0 100.0
Number of women 954 6006

Among the women in Zarqa who report having been employed in the seven days
before the survey, sixty-two are employed in professional and technical occupations,
while 15 percent of them are employed in sales work and services, compared to 70
percent and 9 percent for entire Jordan respectively.

Women who earn cash for their work were asked who mainly decides how their
earnings will be used, and the proportion of household expenditures that is met by
their earnings. Forty-eight percent of women report that they, alone or jointly,
decide how their earnings are to be used. Two thirds of women in Zarqa report that
their earnings meet either half or more or all of their household expenses. The two

corresponding percentages in Jordan as a whole were 54 percent and 75 percent
respectively.
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3. Nuptiality and Fertility

3.1 Current Marital Status

The percentage of women age 15-49 who have never been married is larger in
Zarqa (50 percent) than in the rest of the country (46 percent). This is in spite of the
fact that the distribution of never-married women by age group for both Zarqa and
all of Jordan is nearly identical. Marriage is nearly universal in Zarga ; only four
percent of women in Zarqa have never been married by the end of their reproductive
years compared to about 5 percent for Jordan (Table 3.1).

Table 3.1 Percent distribution of women by current
marital status and age, 2002

Zarqa Jordan

Agegroup Never Number Never Number of
married of women married women

15-19 93.1 480 93.8 2563
20-24 66.7 439 65.9 2135
25-29 353 322 34.7 1799
30-34 20.5 260 20.4 1700
35-39 12.2 173 12.7 1226
40-44 7.2 135 7.4 930
45-49 4.3 86 4.6 690
Total 49.6 1894 45.6 11044

3.2 Age at the First Marriage and at First Birth

In Jordan, almost all births occur within marriage, thus, age at first marriage is an
important indicator of exposure to the risk of pregnancy and childbirth. Women age
25-49 in Zarqa marry half a year younger (21.3 years) than Jordanian women (21.8
years) (Table 3.2). Also, women in younger ages tend more than women in older
ages to marry late. The median age at first marriage rose from 18.8 year for the 45-
49 age group to 23 years for those in the age group 25-29.

The median age at first birth is also lower in Zarqa than in Jordan; in Zarqa , the
median age at first birth for women age 25-49 is 22.9 years, compared to 23.5 years
for all Jordanian women (Table 3.3). The table also shows that younger women are
more likely to be older than women in older ages when they give birth to their first
child. The median age at first birth rose from 20.5 year for the 45-49 age group to
24.6 years for those in the age group 25-29.
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Table 3.2 Median age at first marriage among women 25-49
by current age (in years), 2002

Current age Women age

Residence
25-29 30-34 35-39 4044 4549 25-49
Zarqa 23.0 21.7 21.1 20.3 18.8 21.3
Jordan 23.0 22.4 217 20.9 19.4 21.8

Table 3.3 Median age at first birth among women 25-49
by current age (in years), 2002
. Current age Women age
Residence
2529 30-34 35-39 4044 4549 25-49
Zaqa 24.6 235 22.7 21.9 20.5 22.9
Jordan 24.8 24.0 23.5 22.6 21.2 23.5
3.3 Polygyny

The percent of currently married women whose husbands have another wife or
more is lower in Zarqa than in Jordan (5 compared to 7 percent). In Zarqa , one
percent of women their husbands have two or more wives. This holds for Jordan as
well.

3.4 Consanguinity

The figures in Table 3.4 indicate that kinship marriage-or consanguineous
marriage - is relatively common in Jordan. Forty percent of women in Zarqa report
being related to their husband compared with 43 percent for Jordan. It is also noted
that one in four ever-married women (26%) in both Zarqa and Jordan are married to
a first cousin.

Table 3.4 Percent distribution of all ever-married women by their relationship
to their current or first husband, 2002

Relationship to husband

Residence No First Second Other Number of
. . . . Total
relation cousin cousin relative women
Zarqa 60.2 259 12.8 1.2 100.0 954
Jordan 57.2 26.0 15.2 1.6 100.0 6006
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3.5 Fertility Levels

The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) represents the average number of births a woman
would have at the end of her reproductive years if she were subject to the observed
current age-specific fertility rates. Data in table 3.5 show that age-specific fertility
rates have an inverted U-shape. They starts low in the young age group (15-19),
peaks in the 25-29 age group, then starts to decline afterwards. Fertility rates in
Zarqa are close to those for Jordan; the total fertility rate for Zarqa and Jordan is 3.7
births per woman. Data in Table 3.5 also indicate that the Crude Birth Rate in Zarqa
and Jordan was 29 per 1,000, and the General Fertility Rate reached 114 births and
122 births per 1,000 women in Zarqa and Jordan respectively.

Table 3.5 Age specific fertility rates, total fertility rates, and
crude birth rate for the three years preceding the survey, 2002
Age group Zarqa Jordan
15-19 29 28
20-24 134 150
25-29 208 202
30-34 185 184
35-39 143 122
40-44 33 43
45-49 0 5

TFR 15-49 3.7 3.7

GFR 15-44 114 122

CBR 29.2 29.0

Note: Rates for age group 45-49 may be slightly biased due to

truncation.

Age-specific fertility rates per 1,000 women

TFR: Total fertility rate for ages 15-49 per woman

GFR: General fertility rate (births divided by number of women

15-44) expressed per 1,000 women

CBR: Crude birth rate per 1,000 population
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Figure 3.1 Age Specific Fertility rates (per 1,000 women), 2002
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Children ever born (CEB) to women age 40-49 is an indicator of cumulative
actual fertility and reflects the fertility of older women who are nearing the end of
their reproductive years, representing completed fertility. When fertility remains
constant over time, TFR and CEB will be the same. Data in table 3.6 shows that the
completed fertility rate in Zarqa governorate is 6.1 children per woman compared
with 5.9 children per woman for Jordan as a whole, and they are both much higher
than the total fertility rate (3.7 children per woman). This, indicates a considerable
decline in fertility over time.

Table 3.6 Total fertility rate for the three years preceding
the survey and mean number of children ever born to
women age 40-49, 2002

o1 Mean number of
Total fertility children ever born to

Residence

rate women age 40-49
Zarqa 3.7 6.1
Jordan 3.7 5.9
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3.6 Birth Intervals

Women in Zarqa favor relatively long birth intervals: in Zarqa, the median
number of months since the preceding birth for all non-first births in the five years
preceding the survey is 30.8 months. In Jordan, the median is 30.1 months (Table
3.7).

About (61 percent) of non-first births in Zarqa are born three years before the
previous birth, compared to 63 percent of all Jordanian births. Women in Zarqa are
less likely to space their births when the previous births is a female (30.4 months)
compared to 31.3 months if the previous birth is a male. The corresponding durations
for Jordan are 29.9 months and 30.3 months respectively.

Table 3.7 Percent distribution of non-first births in the five years preceding the survey by
number of months since preceding birth and sex of birth, 2002
Residence Number of months since preceding birth Number Median number
and Sex of of months since
) . irth
717 1823 2435 3647 48+  Total D preceding birt
Zarqa
Male 164 172 253 144 266 100.0 398 313
Female 144 207 272 173 204 100.0 329 30.4
Total 155 188 262 157 238 100.0 727 30.8
Jordan
Male 159 175 280 147 239 100.0 2312 30.3
Female 145 191 302 170 193 100.0 2303 29.9
Total 152 183 291 158 216 100.0 4615 30.1
Note: The interval for multiple births is the number of months since the preceding pregnancy that
ended in a live birth.
! First-order births are exclnded.

3.7 Teenage Pregnancy

Adolescent pregnancy is a major social and health concern since teenage mothers and
their children generally have a higher risk of illness and death. Also, women who
become mothers in their teens are more likely to terminate their education early. In
addition childbearing in this very young age positively affects fertility levels. While
still relatively low, the percentage of women age 15-19 in Zarqa who have begun
their reproductive lives is 37 percent higher than in the rest of Jordan. In Zarqa 6
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percent of women age 15-19 are either mothers or are pregnant with their first child,
in Jordan, this figure is 4.3 percent (Table 3.8).

Table 3.8 Percentage of women age 15-19 who are mothers or pregnant
with their first child, 2002

Percentage who are Percentage who Number of

Residence Pregnant with  have begun Women
Mothers & <t child _child bearing

Zarqa 3.6 2.3 5.9 480

Jordan 3.0 1.2 4.3 2563

3.8 Fertility Preferences

Almost two in five of all currently-married women in Zarqa report wanting no
more children (39 percent), compared with 41 percent for Jordan. One in five
(18.4%) women in Zarqa report wanting to have another child soon (table 3.9).

Table 3.9 Percent distribution of currently married women by desire for
children, 2002
Desire for children Zarqa Jordan
Have another soon' 18.4 19.1
Have another later” 32.9 30.5
Have another, undecided when 0.3 0.7
Undecided 34 25
Want no more 39.2 41.0
Sterilized 3.1 2.9
Declared infecund 2.7 33
Total 100.0 100.0
Number of women 13 5706
T Wants next birth within 2 years.
% Wants to delay next birth for 2 or more years.

Respondents were also asked about each child born in the five years preceding the
survey to determine whether the particular pregnancy was either planned, unplanned
but wanted at a later date, or unwanted. Table 3.10 shows that over two-thirds of
births in the five years preceding the survey were wanted when conceived (71.1
percent), while 13 percent was not wanted at all at the time of the conception. These
proportions are higher than those for Jordan (67 percent and 16 percent respectively).
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Table 3.10 Percent distribution of births in the five years preceding the
survey (including current pregnancies), by fertility planning status, 2002
Planning status of birth Number
Residence  ~Wanted Wanted Wantedno  1°&  of births
then later more
Zarqa 71.1 15.7 13.1 100.0 1058
Jordan 66.9 17.2 15.9 100.0 6520

Figure 3.2 Fertility Planning Status, 2002
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When women were asked about the sex of child they would prefer in the future,
one third of Zarqa women reported that they prefer a boy, compared to 35 percent for
Jordan as a whole. However, no variations were noticed in the proportion of women
in both Zarga and Jordan (,aboﬁt 20 percent) who would prefer a girl (Table 3.11).

Table 3.11 Percent distribution of women who want another
__child in future by the preferred sex of child, 2002
Preferred sex of future

Residence child  Total Number
Boy Girl Does not of women
matter
Zarqa 32.5 204 47.2 100.0 471
Jordan 34.5 20.6 44.9 100.0 2869
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When asked about the mean ideal number of children they would choose if they
could start childbearing again, women in Zarqa reported that the mean would be 4.1
children, compared with 4.2 for Jordan as a whole. In general, this mean rises with
age of woman, whether in Zarqa or in Jordan (Table 3.12).

Table 3.12 Mean ideal number of children for all ever-married women by age, 2002
Residence * Current age of woman

1519 2024 2529 3034 3539 4044 4549 ol

Zarqa 3.6 4.0 4.0 3.8 44 43 51 4.1

Jordan 3.6 4.0 4.0 42 43 45 48 42

3.9 Wanted Fertility

Wanted fertility means the number of children that woman would like to have,
that is avoiding unwanted births. As shown in Table 3.13, in general, women in
Zarqa are having 1.3 child more than they would like. The total wanted fertility rate
in Zarqa is 2.4 children per woman, compared to the total fertility rate of 3.7 children
per woman. The former is slightly less than that for Jordan (2.6 children).

Figure 3.3 Total Wanted Fertility Rate and Total fertility
Rate, 2002
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Table 3.13 Total wanted fertility rates and total fertility rates for the
three years preceding the survey, 2002

] Total wanted o
Residence fertility rate Total fertility rate
Zarqa 2.4 3.7
Jordan 2.6 3.7

Note: Rates are calculated based on births to women 15-49 in the perio
1-36 months preceding the survey

3.10 Unmet Need for Family Planning

Unmet need is simply defined to include pregnant women and amenorrheic
women whose last birth was mistimed, as well as non-pregnant women and non-
amenorrheic women who are not using a contraceptive method and say that they want
to delay their next birth for two or more years, or they want no more children. Data
in Table 3.14 show that in Zarqa, ten percent of women report having an unmet need
for family planning, six percent for spacing and four percent for limiting births. In
total 86 percent of the total demand for family planning in Zarqa is satisfied,
compared to 84 percent for entire Jordan.

Table 3.14 Percentage of currently married women with unmet need for family planning, and with met need for
family planning, and the total demand for family planning, 2002

Unmet need for family Met need for family planning Total demand for family Percentage
Residence planning (currently using) planning® of demand Number of
For  For g T P g TN T gy satsfied  NOTS
spacing limiting spacing  limiting spacing  limiting
Zarqa 5.7 4.2 10.0 266 317 583 34.4 36.6 71.0 86.0 913
Jordan 5.6 55 11.0 255 303 55.8 33.0 36.8 69.7 84.2 5706

! Using for spacing is defined as women who are using some method of family planning and say they want to have another child or are undecided whether
to have another. Using for limiting is defined as women who are using and who want no more children. Note that the specific methods used are not taken
into account here.

2 Nonusers who are pregnant or amenorrheic and women whose pregnancy was the result of a contraceptive failure are not included in the category of

unmet need, but are included in total demand for contracegtion $since thez would have been usinﬁ had their method not failed).
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4. Fertility Regulation

4.1 Knowledge of Family Planning Methods

Knowledge of contraceptive method, especially the modern ones, is universal.
One hundred percent of women in Zarqa, as well as in Jordan have heard of at least
one modern method of contraception; on average, women in Zarqa know ten family
planning methods. The most commonly known methods are the pill and the IUD
(100 percent), followed by Lactational Amenorrhea Method (LAM), female
sterilization (98 percent) and condom (92 percent).

4.2 Ever Use of Contraception

(Table 4.1) shows that ever use of contraception is slightly lower in Zarqa than in
the rest of the country, 80 percent of currently married women in Amman have ever
used contraception, compared to 81 percent of currently married Jordanian women.
More than seventy percent of women (whether ever married or currently married) in
Zarqa have used a modern method of contraception. The most commonly method
used in TUD (50 percent) and pill (41 percent). However, almost one half of women
(47 percent) have ever used a traditional method, where withdrawal was the mostly
used method (37 percent).

Table 4.1 Percentage of all women and of currently married women who have ever used any
contraceptive method by specific method, 2002

Modern method Traditional method
Any
. . Any Female Other Periodic . Number
Residence AW pjern steriic Pt 1D TS piangggm. Mol T/ pay pogem | M gy Wit Tolk
metiod  method zation ables concom Jelly methods m:tnl:: d nence rawal method  women
ALL EVER-MARRIED WOMEN

Zarqa 793 712 3.0 414 492 36 02 228 67 13.7 02(460 217 362 0.0 954
Jordan  79.7 72.1 2.9 402 492 3.7 02 209 65 17.1 041427 226 338 04 6006

CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN

Zarqa 80.1 716 3.1 410 501 35 02 237 67 138 02(471 222 371 0.0 913
Jordan 809 730 29 406 502 3.8 02 216 66 174 05440 233 348 04 570

4.3 Current Use of Contraception

The level of current use of contraception is one of the indicators most frequently
used to assess the success of family planning activities. In Zarqa, 58 percent of
currently married women are using a method of contraception, with 42 percent using
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a modern method (Table 4.2). In Zarqa, the IUD is the most commonly used modern
method (24 percent) followed by the pill (seven percent) and the male condom (five

percent). In Jordan, 56 percent of currently married women are using a contraceptive

method, of whom 41 percent are using modern metho

ds.

commonly used method (24 percent) and the pill (8 percent).

The TUD is the most

Table 4.2 Percent distribution of currently married women by contraceptive method currently used, 2002

Modern method Traditional method
Any Female Other . Periodic . Number of]
. An Inject- Im- Male- tradi- With- Folk

Residence meﬂ‘y‘)d modern  steil-Pill 10D :bles plants  condom Toam/jelly LAM  modem t::n:l dr:ml oy women

method  zation nence

method

Zarqa 583 423 3.1 70 241 08 0.0 47 0.0 2.2 0.3 16.0 5.1 109 00 913
Jordan 558 412 29 75 236 09 0.0 34 0.0 2.6 0.3 146 5.2 9.3 0.1 5706

In Zarqa, use of contraception is highest among women age 40-44; where 77

percent of women in this age group are using a family planning method, and over

three fifths are using a modern method. However, women in the youngest age group
(15-19) were the least likely using contraception (31 percent). In general, the age
pattern of using any method has an inverted U-shape. It starts low and peaks at age

40, then starts to decline afterwards (Table 4.3).

Table 4.3 Percent distribution of currently married women by contraceptive
method currently used and age, 2002
Zarqa Jordan
Any  Any tradi- Number Any  Anytradi- Number of
Any . Any N
Age method Modern tional  of women method Modern tional women
method method me<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>