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Gender in the 2003 Kenya Demographic and Health Survey

Gender roles and customs in Kenya affect wom-
en’s health and welfare. Women have less access
to education, employment and information
than men. Also, women who have little deci-
sionmaking power are less likely to use modern
contraception. Almost 50 percent of ever-mar-
ried women have experienced some form of
marital violence. A total of 8 percent of Kenyan
women age 15-49 are HIV positive. Women are
almost 2 times as likely to have HIV infection
as men.

Women and HIV/AIDS
HIV Prevalence by Age
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11.4 percent of women who are in a
polygynous union are HIV-positive,
compared to 7.2 percent who are
not in a polygynous union.

Empowerment and Women’s Health
Women's Participation in Decisionmaking

All decisions
Making large purchases
Making daily purchases

Own health care
Visits to family or
relatives

What food to cook
each day

Percentage who participate in decision

Use of Modern Contraception
by Women'’s Decisionmaking Power

Percentage

of currently
married women
using any
modern method

Number of decisions in which woman participates

Antenatal Care from a Health Professional
by Women'’s Decisionmaking Power

91

Percentage of 89
women with a 87

birth in the

past 5 years

who received 83

antenatal

care froma

health

professional

Gender Violence
Experience of Marital Violence

Percentage of
matrried, divorced
or separated
women who have
experienced
violence by their
current or most
recent husband .

Sexual Emotional Physical ~Anyof Allthree
violence violence violence these

Women'’s Attitudes Towards Wife-Beating

Percentage
who agree
that husband

68
is justified in 46 >>
beating his 39
wife for 29
specified 16
reasons J

Burns the Refusesto Goesout Argues Neglects Agrees
food havesex without withhim children  withat

with him telling him least one
reason

Female Genital Cutting

Kenya 2003:
31%* of women
are circumcised

Kenya 1998:
38% of women are
circumcised

*excludes northern areas for
comparability with 1998 KDHS




Other Gender Indicators
Education and Literacy

88 B Women

B Men

Percent

26

18

Literate Secondary complete
or higher

Employment and Earnings
77

Percentage
employed
inlast 12 75% of
months 55% of ﬁ\ne]ﬁlggfr?
employed
}women o cash only

cash only

Women Men

Access to Mass Media

No media access

Listens to the radio
at least once a week

Watches television
at least once a week

Reads a newspaper
at least once a week

Percent

For additional information on the results of the
2003 Kenya Demographic and Health Survey, please
contact:

In Kenya:

Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS)
P.O. Box 30266

Nairobi

Telephone: 254.20.340.929

Fax: 254.20.333.030
www.cbs.go.ke

In USA:

MEASURE DHS+

ORC Macro

11785 Beltsville Drive
Calverton, MD 20705 USA
Telephone: 301-572-0200
Fax: 301-572-0999
www.measuredhs.com

The 2003 KDHS was conducted by the Kenya Central Bureau
of Statistics in partnership with the Ministry of Health and
the National Council for Population and Development.

ORC Macro provided technical assistance in the design,
implementation and analysis of the survey. Funding for the
survey was provided by the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID),
as well as UNFPA, DFID/U.K., the
government of Japan through UNDP
and UNICEE. Additional funding for
this publication was provided by the
POLICY Project.
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